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Aus Steam Revisited 


The following are accounts of various Aus Steam ’88 
trips on which the writer travelled as a car captain and 
as such did not have time to collect all of the passing 
times. For the times included the writer is indebted 
to Adrian Rose who willingly supplied the requested 
information. 


TUESDAY 18 OCTOBER, 1988 TO GEELONG 
WITH D? 639 AND J515. 


At 09 30 a small crowd was beginning to gather on 
platform 12 at Flinders Street in readiness for the two 
Aus Steam trips to Geelong that were scheduled for 
that day. Having collected my jacket and the requisite 
bundle of tour notes, I joined those who were looking 
expectantly in the direction of the viaduct for our 
train to come into sight. It duly appeared, being haul- 
ed by a diesel with D3 639 tagging along in the rear. 

With loading completed we departed at 10 06, one 
minute late, with D3 639 now hauling the train back 
over the viaduct to Spencer Street, arriving at 10 12, 
where the majority of the passengers joined the train. 
At 10 17 we departed Spencer Street and set off for 
Geelong, stopping only at Newport from 10 34 till 10 
35 to take on the Steamrail kiosk car crew and their 
supplies. 

Once clear of the suburbs D3 639 soon showed 
why the D3 class had gained a reputation for being 
the greyhounds of the light lines as it bowled along, 
the sound of its uneven exhaust drifting back along 
the carriages. Indeed its performance drew many fav- 
ourable comments from the passengers and especia- 
lly from the interstate and overseas railfans, who had 
not expected such a performance from a locomotive 
that was close to eighty years old. 


Geelong was reached at 11 34 and while the loco- 
motive cut off the train and retired to Geelong Loco 
to be turned and serviced for its return journey, the 
passengers went their various ways. Some boarded 
buses to travel to Drysdale or Queenscliff to inspect 
the Bellarine Peninsula Railway while several school 
parties set off to find a sheltered spot in which to 
enjoy their picnic lunch. The refreshment room did a 
brisk trade in sandwiches, pies, etc., while on plat- 
form 1 other station staff were manning a stall that 
was selling surplus items of crockery as souvenirs. 
Several of the Steamrail carriage crew were noted 
busily cleaning carriage windows and ensuring that 
the set of E and W cars was looking its best for the 
return journey. 

By this time D3 639 had returned to the Melbourne 
end of the train and we departed at 12 36, having 
waited for a few minutes for a school party from 
South Geelong Primary School. The D3 then set out 
for Melbourne and proved that its good running of 
that morning had been no chance occurrence, for by 
13 51 our train was back at Spencer Street ready for 
the afternoon trip. 

J515 then backed down onto the cars to take up the 
afternoon running. Departing at 14 03 the crew of the 
J were obviously determined to prove that smaller 
driving wheels were no hindrance to speed as once 
again a sparkling performance was enjoyed on the 
second run to Geelong for the day. 
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During this section of the run the South Geelong 
children took great delight in being escorted to the 
front car of the train and being lifted up to watch the 
tender and locomotive bounding along the track in 
front of them. This spirited running saw the train 
running into Geelong station at 15 18, some two 
minutes ahead of the advertised time. 

In order to allow the party visiting the Bellarine 
Peninsula Railway sufficient time to complete their 
activities, there was a longer layover in Geelong this 
time and J515, having been turned and serviced was 
the subject of considerable admiration by those 
waiting at the station after it had returned to its train. 

Our final departure from Geelong was at 17 44, 
however we were delayed at North Geelong from 17 
50 until 17 55 waiting line clear. With two trains 
ahead of us and a steady procession of Geelong 
commuter trains coming towards us the run back to 
Melbourne was far more sedate. However, this did 
not seem to concern our passengers unduly, inclu- 
ding several who had booked at Geelong to travel on 
our train rather than on the regular passenger train 
which had departed just ahead of us. With an addi- 
tional stop at Footscray to drop off a number of fans 
who wished to attend a film evening there, we even- 
tually rolled into Spencer Street at 19 21, concluding a 
very successful day’s running. 


WEDNESDAY 19 OCTOBER, 3801 AND R761 
TO SEYMOUR 


The morning of Wednesday 19 October saw crowds 
of passengers gathering on platform 2 and platform 3 
at Spencer Street to join two trains for Seymour, 
headed by R761 on the broad gauge and 3801 on the 
standard gauge. 

As it was necessary to wait till the Overland cars 
had been shunted clear of platform 2 and the stan- 
dard gauge cars had been shunted in, loading could 
not take place until close to departure time. Depar- 
ture was further delayed by the need to renumber the 
cars and the need to redirect a number of intending 
passengers who could not distinguish between car 5 
and car 6, which was indicated on their tickets. 

Eventual departure was some ten minutes late at 10 
30 when both locomotives pulled their respective 
loads out of the platforms to the accompaniment of 
much whistling. Unfortunately, due to some confu- 
sion R761 and its broad gauge train were directed 
onto the North Eastern line via Essendon rather than 
paralleling 3801 through Sunshine. As a result R761 
had to wait at Broadmeadows from 11 02 till 11 22, 
when 3801 caught up, having been further delayed by 
a cross with a freight at Sunshine Loop. Travellers on 
the broad gauge train however had been rewarded 
with the sounds of R761 climbing the Glenroy bank. 

The locomotive crews of both trains then set out to 
make up lost time and for the remainder of the run to 
Seymour the two trains ran parallel to each other, 
see-sawing backwards and forwards, as one took the 
lead from the other. For a time it seemed that the lost 
time would be regained, but re-sleepering works at 
various locations beyond Kilmore East precluded any 
time from being regained, and Seymour was not 
reached until 12 56. 
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All along the line the motorcaders were joined by 
many local people and most of the primary school 
populations of Broadford and Tallarook, who were all 
lined up along the track under the supervision of their 
teachers. 


At Seymour R761 departed for the loco depot to be 
turned and watered, while 3801 hauled its train to 
Seymour Loop to stable the cars before also retur- 
ning to the depot to use the dual gauge turntable. 


During the wait at Seymour the local shops and the 
staff of the Steamrail kiosk car all did a roaring trade 
in food and drinks. However due to our late arrival 
and the need to turn and service two locomotives, a 
late departure was almost inevitable. Also, the short 
standard gauge platform at Seymour considerably 
delayed loading and so it was not until 14 21 that both 
trains set out on the return journey. 


Once again track work and an unexplained signal 
check of the standard gauge train at Tallarook Loop 
resulted in slow running to Kilmore East, but this 
was more than compensated for by the sight and 
sound of R761 accelerating its train upgrade after 
slowing alongside the standard gauge train. When 
viewed from only a few metres away this was a truly 
awesome spectacle. 


From Kilmore East running improved, but at 
Wallan, with the up Albury pass. close behind it, 
R761 was stopped to allow itself to be run through, 
and 3801 continued by itself towards Melbourne. 
With parallel running having stopped, 3801 made a 
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fast run back to Melbourne, but not fast enough to 
make up all of the time lost and avoid the planned for 
termination at Sunshine, which was reached at 16 12. 

As passengers alighted from the standard gauge 
train they were greeted by the sight of the immacu- 
lately preserved electric swing door and Tait cars 
running as a seven car set speeding past the platform 
as it ran out to collect passengers from the following 
broad gauge train. 

The 38 then departed empty cars, and we joined 
the next suburban train for a quick run back to 
Spencer Street. 


MONDAY 24 OCTOBER, 3801 TO SEYMOUR 


To commence the second week of Aus Steam 88, 
a run by 3801 to Seymour was planned, departing 
from platform 2 at Spencer Street. At 10 00 a consid- 
erable crowd of passengers were waiting on the 
roadway for admission to the platform. 

However, due to the late arrival of the Overland, 
whose cars could not be moved from the platform, 
passengers were directed to transfer to platform 1 
where it was planned to dock 3801 and its train as 
soon as the cars from the Melbourne Express were 
shunted clear. In fact, 3801 and its cars arrived before 
the platform had been vacated and so were placed in 
number 2 road and then had to shunt out again once 
the platform was available. 

The next few minutes saw a flurry of activity as the 
cars were renumbered and compartments were 


3801 gains steadily on R761 as they approach Broadford on the up journey on Wed.19.10.88. (Graham Withers) 
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sorted out before passengers could be admitted. 
Eventually all was organised and a departure was 
made at 10 50, some thirty minutes late. 

It was only then that it was realised that the cars 
had not been adequately cleaned after their use on 
the previous Saturday and so for the first few minutes 
car captains were busily engaged in collecting rubbish 
etc., as 3801 made its way out towards Footscray. 

The 38 was in fine form and we were soon clear of 
the suburbs and speeding our way through the coun- 
tryside towards Wallan. Indeed, the green Pacific was 
performing so well that all but ten minutes of our 
original time deficit had been made up by the time 
that a brief halt was made at Wallan to enable the 
crew to check the loco prior to commencing the 
climb to Heathcote Junction. 

As we topped the hill we noted that the large group 
of photographers who were in attendance for Aus 
Steam was beginning to take on a permanent look, 
with a well organised photo line including deck 
chairs! 

On the train the Steamrail kiosk car team were well 
organised and showing their ability to adapt by adjus- 
ting to a different kiosk in the BSR car. 

Once again track work beyond Kilmore East 
slowed our progress and all of the time previously 
os was lost before Seymour was reached at 

53. 

While 3801 ran its train out to Seymour Loop to 
leave the cars and then returned to Seymour Loco to 
be turned, many passengers went to the hot bread 
kitchen in search of refreshments. 

Our late arrival of course limited the time available 
for loco servicing and so it was not until 14 35 that 
3801 returned to the platform with its cars for the 
return journey. 

The initial section of our return run was slowed by 
continuing track works but from Kilmore East our 
run improved and apart from a brief halt at Wallan 
3801 maintained a good speed for most of the 
remainder of the journey. However, due to the earlier 
delays it was impossible to recover sufficient time to 
avoid being forced to terminate at Sunshine, which 
was reached at 16 20. 

Our arrival at Sunshine coincided with the arrival 
of a city bound suburban train at the centre platform 
and so the majority of passengers made a hasty 
transfer via the subway to join that train, which was 
obligingly held by the MET staff until all had 
boarded. What the reaction of the regular passengers 
on the ‘spark’ to the sudden influx of some 400 rail- 
fans was, can only be imagined. A good run to 
Spencer Street followed and from Footscray on we 
were treated to distant views of 3801 and train making 
their way to Dynon on the standard gauge line. 

As on the other Aus Steam trains, passengers 
seemed to have thoroughly enjoyed their outing, and 
the volunteer car captains are to be congratulated on 
finding amongst their number those who were able to 
converse in both French and German to assist the 
overseas travellers who were on the train. 


WEDNESDAY 26 OCTOBER, 

R707 TO BENDIGO 

Other than delivery runs and Joint Societies’ excur- 
sions, the longést Aus Steam trip was to Bendigo on 
Wednesday 26th October. At 10 00 that morning a 
full load of passengers was waiting on platform 14 at 
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Spencer Street for R707 to arrive with its train from 
the Flinders Street Yard. 

At 10 06, with all on board, R707 departed and 
commenced its run out through the suburbs hauling 
a full load including the visiting party of interstate 
and overseas railfans who had come to Melbourne 
for the Aus Steam ’88 festivities. 

After a good run out through the suburbs the train 
paused briefly at Sunshine from 10 24 till 10 25 before 
commencing the long steady climb to cross the Great 
Dividing Range. The R was in its usual good form 
and took the Wildwoods, Gisborne and Macedon 
banks in its stride. Good speed was also maintained 
as we ran down the inland slopes of the Great Divi- 
ding Range and we were some three minutes early 
before a signal check at Kyneton at 11 48 slowed our 
passage. 

Our train raced on over the Taradale viaduct and 
through the Elphinstone tunnel before the long run 
down to Castlemaine. Here some of the locomotives 
and rollingstock from the Castlemaine and Maldon 
Railway were noted before we continued through 
Harcourt and up the climb to the Big Hill tunnel 
before arriving in Bendigo at platform 2 at 13 00. 

The interstate and overseas visitors were quickly 
escorted away by a representative of the Bendigo 
Trust to ride on Bendigo’s Talking Trams before 
travelling by bus to Maldon to inspect the Castle- 
maine and Maldon Railway. 

Meanwhile the other passengers dispersed to 
various eating houses in Bendigo or amused them- 
selves by inspecting the railway station at Bendigo 
while R707 was turned at the loco depot and coaled 
at the goods platform ready for the return run. 

Departure for Melbourne was on time at 15 40 and 
once again R707 showed complete mastery of the 
grades as it made a speedy run up to the Big Hill 
tunnel. Following a quick run through Ravenswood 
and Harcourt, Castlemaine was reached at 16 18, 
where a two minute stop was made to collect those 
who had visited Maldon. 

On time running was the order of the day through 
the Central Highlands apart from a slight check at 
Kyneton. In fact, we were one minute ahead when 
signals brought us to a halt at Clarkefield at 17 31 
where we waited until 17 34 when line clear was 
obtained from Sunbury. 

Steady running was maintained for the remainder 
of the trip back to the city, and eventual arrival at 
Spencer Street was at 18 27, only two minutes late. 
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Even in these days of CTC and automatic staff exchanges, 
hand staff exchange still survives. Above, the electric staff is 
exchanged at Speed as N464 passes through on the up 
Sunraysia pass. at 11 30 on Mon.12.12.88. Below, the signal- 
man offers the electric staff as N457 leaves Wodonga on the 
12 45 up Albury pass. as pilot Y169 stands by. Tues.6.12.88. 
(Both photos Gavin McLaughlan) 
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Interstate Odyssey 


For Victorians and Melbournians specifically Aus 
Steam 88 was an occasion that could be enjoyed with 
little inconvenience. However, thought should be 
spared for those interstate enthusiasts who travelled 
long distances and in many instances put up with a 
less than civilized life style whilst trying to see and do 
as much as possible in a limited time in order to 
enjoy the event to the fullest. Set out hereunder is the 
diary of one such person from Thornton NSW. As 
the diary consists entirely of locations, times and 
sightings it is regarded as an operational report rather 
than an article. 


* Thurs.20.10. 
Menangle Park: 

07 25. 4423 (SLS0) up Moss Vale pass. 

07 34. 8174-8175 (3194) up superfreighter ex 
Melbourne. 

07 58. 8158-G518 (SL22) up Sydney Express. 

Douglas Park - Maldon: 

08 14. 4468 (SL46) up Picton pass. 

08 26. 8170-G519 (3110) up Brisbane super- 
freighter. 

Picton: 
08 30. 4472-4489 up clinker train in refuge. 
08 40. SR37 Canberra-Monaro express DEB sets. 
09 00. 44202 (SL20) up Goulburn pass. 
09 03. 44217 (SL65) down Intercapital Daylight. 
09 05. 48158-4854 light engine in refuge. 
09 10. 44203-48123-48165 (3282) up speed freight. 
Medway Junction: 

11 00. 4422-442? (2527) down empty limestone. 
Cullerin Range: 
12 20. 8178 (3326) up express goods. Heavy load. 
Gunning: 

12 46 - 13 05. 8142 (3312) up express goods (three 
hours late) reversed to down line to allow 
(ST16) up Riverina Express to cross. 10 minute 
delay caused as 8142 could not reverse load off 
bottom of gully north of Gunning station. 
Train found to be 200 tonnes over load for 
single 81 class. 8142 had replaced another 81 
class which had failed to lift the load in the 
Bowning - Binalong section. 

Bowning: 
14 20. 8156-8169 (3228) up express goods. 
Wallendben: 

15 43. 8143 (SL66) up Jntercapital Daylight. 
Manned Dynamometer or track inspection car 
next to loco. 

Junee: 

16 30. 44208-4480 light engine in station. 
Junee - Harefield: 

16 49. 8162 up goods and empty tanks. 
Harefield - Shepherd’s Siding: 

16 49. 8157-8145 up wheat. 
Gerogery: 

18 25. 42219-48155 up empty steel. 


* Fri.21.10. 
Albury: 
06 30. 4809-4844-8141-8152-8162 in Loco. 
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Wodonga: 
06 40. B80-Y166 in Loco. 
Seymour: 
08 58. N452 (8310) up Albury pass. (6 late) 
09 05. 55RM arrived on (8303) down Seymour 


pass. 
09 35. N458-N11 (8305) down Albury pass. 
(12 late) 


Broadford: 
10 04. SSRM (8314) up Seymour pass. (5 late) 
10 05. 42216 (8661) down Intercapital Daylight. 
(11 late) 
10 10. N454-3 car N set (8307) down Cobram 
pass. 
Kilmore East: 
10 30. T365-X47 (9317) down Apex. 
10 59. G533 (9389) light engine. Trial run. Brand 
new from maker. 
Broadmeadows: 
12 03. 8173 (9693) down express goods. 
Strathmore 
12 25. X49-A73-N12-D (8311) down Albury pass. 
Sunshine: 
12 55. T402 up ballast on Western line. 
Bank Box Loop: 
13 48. G524 (9117) down express goods and 
empty steel. 
Sunshine: 
14 26. 5SRM-102MTH (8119) down Bacchus 
Marsh pass. 
Spencer Street: 
20 40. N451-N465 (8141) down Overland departed. 


* Sat.22.10. 
Deer Park: 
07 20. G528-X51 (9186) up superfreighter. 
Footscray: 
07 55. X37 down s.g. goods. 
08 00. G528-X51 (9186) up superfreighter. 
Tottenham: 
08 05. P11 (8018) up Kyneton pass. 
08 06. 5SRM (8116) up Bacchus Marsh pass. 
Sunshine: 
08 10. G520 (9664) up s.g. goods. 
08 26 - 08 33. N470-N464 (8120) up Overland. 
08 46. 8179 (8616) up Melbourne Express. 
0 late) 
08 48. N455-N9-31BE-D (8026) up Bendigo pass. 
08 59. N458-N18 (8013) down Bendigo pass. 
09 00. 42214 (8661) down Jntercapital Daylight. 
Bank Box Loop: 
10 03. BL26 E-C509 (9128) up express goods. 
10 30. S310-N19 (8130) up Dimboola pass. 
(18 late) 
Bacchus Marsh: 
10 40. S310-N19 (8130) up Dimboola pass. 
Sunshine: 
11 05. $310-N19 (8130) up Dimboola pass. (4 late) 


11 20. C508-967-X52 (9117) down express goods. 
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Footscray: 

11 25. BL26E-C509 (9128) up express goods. 

11 30. Y138 up light engine. 

11 30. DRC41 (8132) up Bacchus Marsh pass. 

Sunshine: 

11 35. SSRM-MTH (8040) up Kyneton pass. 

12 28. 3801 down s.g. to Seymour. 

12 30. D3639-K153 on down to Seymour. 

12 31. R761 stop to pick up passengers to 
Seymour. 

Donnybrook: 

13 38. 3801 down s.g. to Seymour. D3639-K153 on 
up b.g. (wrong line) to Seymour. R761 on down 
to Seymour. Triple running. 

Wandong: 

15 20. 3801, D3639-K153, R761. 
Broadford - Tallarook: 

15 48. 3801, D3639-K153, R761. 
Seymour: 

16 00. T411 s.g., N461, T320, RT16 in Loco. T411 
departed Loco for platform. 3801 to loco to 
turn and water. D3639 to loco to turn and 
water. K153 to SLSPG to water. 

16 10. R761 derailed. Tender blocking up b.g. loco 
blocking s.g. and entry into loco depot. 

16 15. N454 (8324) up Cobram pass. reversed 
wrong line to Mangalore and returned wrong 
line 50 late. 

16 45. Y133(VR)-Y160-T374 arrive and attach to 
R761 to re-rail. Unsuccessful, pulled one more 
wheel off track. 

Tallarook: 

18 00. G519-G520 (9669) down Brisbane super- 
freighter detached from load and ran light 
engine to Seymour. Attached to T411- 
Bicentennial cars (s.g.) and towed to Broadford 


Loop to enable 3801 to attach when R761 was 
re-railed. (T411 finally took consist direct to 
Melbourne). 

18 28. A?-5 car Z-D (8325) down Albury pass. 


* Sun.23.10. 
Sunshine: 

09 15.T361-S310 (9315) down Apex. 
Newport: 

10 55. R761-Steamrail cars-K153 to Spencer Street 
followed by restored Tait set (8 cars including 
swing door carriage). 

Dandenong: 
17 45. A62-A71-B64-N-D (8485) down Traralgon 
pass. 
Flinders Street flyover: 
19 46. P11-SH-D (8493) down Leongatha pass. 
Spencer Street: 
20 00. 8168-G518 (8625) down Sydney Express 
departed. 


* Mon.24.10. 
Spotswood: 
08 11. A70-N-D (8105) down Dimboola pass. 
08 14. P17 (8219) down Geelong pass. 
08 23. A73 (8224) up Geelong pass. 
Middle Footscray: 
08 42. 8176 (8616) up Melbourne Express. 
08 47. N462-N16-D (8009) down Bendigo pass. 
08 51. T359-101MTH-104MTH-CP293 (8019) 
down Sunbury pass. (empty cars) 
08 52. 42218-42204 (8661) down Jntercapital 
Daylight. 
08 54. N464 (8120) up Overland. (11 late) N470 
was detached at Ballan to rescue failed S306 on 
up pass. 


B76 and X32 wait at Bank Box Loop with No.8125 Ballarat pass. as N453 races past with No.8132 from Ballarat on 


Sun.23.10.88 (Rick Coles) 
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The 12 10 to Geelong, No.9249 freight from Melbourne Yard is hauled by G524-947-S313-T383-T382-T392-H5- 


T412 at Lara on Mon.24.10.88. (Rick Coles) 


Sunshine: 
09 ae N470-S306 (dead) (8116) up Ballarat pass. 
5 lat 


09 06. 7359 (8019) down Sunbury pass. (delayed 
by point failure) 
09 22. B76-N8-D (8122) up Ballarat pass. 
09 26. 56RM (8030) up Sunbury pass. 
09 32. P21-SH26 (8111) down Bacchus Marsh 
pass. 
09 35. X37 s.g. up light engine. 
09 47. Y147 up local shunt goods. 
10 05. G533-G529 down light engine trial to 
Ballarat. 
10 18. T359-104MTH-101MTH-CP293 (8038) up 
Sunbury pass. 
10 50. N467-N9-2xD (8038) up Swan Hill pass. 
10 55. N473-N14-3xD (8130) up Dimboola pass. 
11 04. T361-S310 (9317) down Apex. 
11 11. 3801 s.g. excursion to Seymour. (30 late) 
Somerton: 
12 35. X51-N452-N-D (8311) down Albury pass. 
Tottenham Yard: 
13 15. G, 947, 4xT, H in yard. 
Bank Box Loop: 
14 24. C503 (9117) down express goods. 
15 27. A62 (8140) up Ballarat pass. 
15 51. G530-939H-967-G526 (9128) up express 
sou Crew change with (9117) then depart 


Bacchus Marsh: 
16 18. (9128) passed through. 
Melton: 
16 28. (9128) into loop to cross P22-SH23 (8121) 
down Bacchus Marsh pass. 
Rockbank: 
17 25. P22 (8144) up Bacchus Marsh pass. into 
loop to cross (9119) then depart 17 30. 
17 29. G532-BL32E-701M-900 (dead attached) 
(9119) down express goods. 
17 47. P17-LH32 (8127) down Bacchus Marsh 
pass. 
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18 01. P21-LH33 (8129) down Bacchus Marsh 


pass. 
18 16. N474-N-D (8131) down Ballarat pass. 
Deer Park: 
18 24. DRC43 (8135) down Bacchus Marsh pass. 
Middle Footscray: 
18 40. B80-5 car Z-D (8065) down Bendigo pass. 
18 48. 55RM (8137) down Bacchus Marsh pass. 
18 50. G531-X48 (9145) down superfreighter. 
18 53. X54 down light engine on suburban line. 
18 57. G523 (9669) s.g. down superfreighter. 
Spencer Street: 
20 30. N470-N453 (8141) down Overland. Y104 
s.g. shunt /ntercapital Daylight cars. 


* Tues.25.10. 
Sunshine: 

07 12. P17-LH32 (8112) up Bacchus Marsh pass. 

07 20. X53-X45-S300 (9186) up superfreighter. 

07 26. 5SRM (8007) down Sunbury pass. 

07 26. A3 4472 Flying Scotsman (8695) to Albury. 
Pick up passengers at Sunshine then into loop. 
Crossed by G518 s.g. then proceed at 07 30. 

McIntyre Loop: 
07 45. one Scotsman passed through at speed. 
Sunshin 

07 56. PIT. SH (8011) down Kyneton pass. 

08 04. P11-4xBlue cars-D (8114) up Bacchus 
Marsh pass. 

08 07. P22-SH23 (8020) up Sunbury pass. 

08 09. N473-Z58-D (8118) up Ballarat pass. 

08 20. 42217 (9662) up superfreighter. 

08 23. P12-SH27 (8022) up Kyneton pass. 

08 31. P23-SH31 (8103) down Bacchus Marsh pass. 

08 36. N465-N451 (8120) up Overland. (5 late) 

08 48. 8166 (8616) Melbourne Express. (13 late) 

08 50. N467-Z54-D (8026) up Bendigo pass. 

08 50. A66-N14-D (8009) down Bendigo pass. 

08 54. T359- Saher 104MTH-CP293 (3019) 
down Sunbury pa: 

09 01. 42209- BCS2356. HFZ-SFS-SFS-SFE-OFS- 
ABS-BDS-SDS-PHN Motorail (8661) down 
Intercapital Daylight. 
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09 12. X38-N16 (8122) up Ballarat pass. 

09 14. X37 s.g. light engine on up. 

09 34. P22-SH23 (8111) down Bacchus Marsh 
pass. 

St.Albans - Sydenham: 

10 11. T359 (8034) up Sunbury pass. 
Sunshine: 


11 20. T361-S306 (9317) down Apex. 
11 53. P14 (8048) up Kyneton pass. 
Ardeer: 
12 00. P22-SH23 (8132) up Bacchus Marsh pass. 
/ Sunshine: 
12 05. Tait overhead wire greasing train to 
St Albans. Returned 12 20. 
Deer Park: 
12 38. A71-Z53-D (8115) down Ballarat pass. 
| Sunshine: 
13 06. A66-N-3xD (8046) up Bendigo pass. 
| 13 06. P22-SH (8021) down Kyneton pass. 
_Ardeer: 
13 49. C508-701M (9128) up express goods. 
14 a ae (VR) -967-S300 (9117) down express 
goods. 
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11 20. G516-C504 (9693) s.g. down express goods. 


West Footscray: 
14 25. C508-701M (9128) up express goods. 
14 30. S5SRM-103MTH (8119) down Bacchus 
Marsh pass. 
14 33. G530 (9119) down express goods. 
Newport: 
14 49. Pilot light engines into Workshops. 
Werribee - Little River: 
15 57. N473 (8243) down South Geelong pass. 
16 13. N455-Z52 (8258) up South Geelong pass. 
16 47. N451-4xblue cars-CP (8247) down South 
Geelong pass. 
16 48. A62-N14-D (8260) up South Geelong pass. 
17 08. A66-N9 (8253) down South Geelong pass. 
17 11. S306(VR) (9360) up oil to Albury/Wodonga. 
Laverton: 
17 22. S306 (VR) (9360) 
17 22. N461-19BE-Z55-D (8255) down Geelong 
pass. 
17 30. N473-Z58-D (8146) up Dimboola pass. 
17 35. N462-N10-N7-D (8261) down Geelong pass. 
17 41. N471-N1-D (8264) up Geelong pass. 
Altona Junction - Laverton: 
17 58. A81-N16-2xD (8133) down Dimboola pass. 


A81 north of Macedon with No.8026 pass. from Bendigo on Thurs.27.10.88. (Rick Coles) 


ung 
— 


—, 
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Above: B80 with No.8243 passenger to South Geelong passes Lara on Mon.24.10.88. 


Below: T391 has just picked up its work gang and sets off towards Wandong to unload sleepers on Thurs.27.10.88 
(Both photos Rick Coles) 
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Newport: 
18 10. N454-Z57-D (8263) down Geelong pass. 
18 17. N2?-Z-D (8265) down Geelong pass. 
Seddon: 
18 24. P20-SH28 (8271) down Geelong pass. 
18 24. N464-N11-D-Motorail (8148) up Suaraysia. 
18 39. A79-S317-T369 (9141) down Mildura 
express goods. 
Middle Footscray: 
18 41. N473-Z-D (8069) down Bendigo pass. 
18 50. N457-T407 up goods (steel wagons-cement) 
18 55. DRC43 (8137) down Bacchus Marsh pass. 
19 13. 8166 (9669) down Brisbane superfreighter. 
19 15. 8168 (9680) up express goods. 
19 18. G528-X54 (9145) down Adelaide super- 
freighter. 
19 23. P15-SH (8064) up Sunbury pass. 
19 23. 8179 (9663) down s.g. superfreighter. 
20 14. 8180 (8625) down Sydney Express. 


* Wed.26.10. 


Sunshine: 
07 25. B75 (9347) down empty steel. (very long 
consist) 


— Tottenham Yard: 


07 35. C503-938V (9186) up superfreighter. 


Sunshine: 

07 47. P21-SH27-SH22 (8018) up Kyneton pass. 

07 56. P13-SH23 (8011) down Kyneton pass. 

07 58. X31-4xblue cars-D (8116) up Bacchus 
Marsh pass. 

08 02. P11-SH28 (8020) up Sunbury pass. 

08 04. Y108 down light engine to Ardeer. 

08 11. N474Z55-19BE-D (8118) up Ballarat pass. 

08 26. P18-SH25 (8022) up Kyneton pass. 

08 29. P20-SH24 (8103) down Bacchus Marsh 
pass. 

08 43. N453-N470 (8130) up Overland. 

08 50. 8169 (8616) up Melbourne Express. 

08 51. A73-N15-D (8009) down Bendigo pass. 
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N471 and X51 leave Trawalla on No.8105 passenger to Dimboola on Tues.25.10.88. (Rick Coles) 


08 54. A77-Z58-D (8026) up Bendigo pass. 

08 58. T359-101MTH-104MTH-CP293 (8107) 
empty cars to Sunbury. 

08 58. Y108-2xwagons shunt ex Ardeer. 

08 58. G517-5xVSCX up into loop. 

09 00. 42218 (8661) down Intercapital Daylight. 

Wallan: 
09 56. N467-N9-D (8307) down Cobram pass. 
Seymour: 

10 30. N467 (8307) (9 late) 

11 00. B75 (VR) (9347) down empty steel. 
Changed crew. T411, Y133, 160 in Loco. 

Mangalore - Wodonga: 

11 19. B75 (VR) (9347) pass Avenel at 11.25, 
Longwood 11 42, Violet Town 12 09, 
Glenrowan 12 56. 

Wodonga: 

13 50. B80, T388, 3? (VR), X53, Y166 in Loco. 

X37 in s.g. refuge. 
Albury: 

14 05. 8173-G519 (9680) up express goods 
awaiting departure. 42217, 4423, 4809, 4844 in 
Loco. 

Table Top: 

14 30. 8145-8164 up express goods (newsprint). 
The Rock - Uranquinty: 

15 27. 42207 (SL65) down Jntercapital Daylight. 
Junee: 

15 27. 4520 light engine to Loco, 4824 shunting, 
4836 (green). 

Cootamundra: 
16 50. 4807 shunting. 


Bowning: 
17 50. 802-8132-442? down steel train. (very long) 
seen from highway in very bad light. 
Sun.23.10. Spencer Street was recorded as “Great 
display, incredible turnout of locos and cars, very 
big crowd”. 
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Following the Cohuna Motor 


On Thursday 29 December, I decided to take the 
opportunity to inspect the remains of the Cohuna 
line and other rail facilities in the general area. 

My first stop was at Ravenswood, where on the 
down side is a signal cabin, with no-one in attend- 
ance, although it still looked to be in use. Also on the 
down side was a rather rusty siding. I could not locate 
any evidence of a platform or other passenger or 
goods facilities. 

Moving onto the path of the Cohuna train, I could 
locate no evidence of Bagshot. At Goornong there 
are a silo and a platform without a building. There 
are a radio aerial and related facilities. At Elmore 
there are a platform and a building, as well as a silo 
and related facilities. Part of what I presume was the 
former footbridge lies just south of the platform. Also 
to the south is a pleasant picnic area, which affords a 
good view of the yard. 

At Hunter, there are a silo and part of the cut back 
platform. Some track exists near the silo, otherwise 
all track has been removed. Diggora West presented 
a similar picture. At Lockington, the only major town 
between Elmore and the Murray Valley Highway, 
only the platform exists with no track and no build- 
ings. 

At Kotta, a platform remains, complete with palm 
trees, but no buildings. Due to the use of fences, the 
platform no longer appears to be accessible. No evi- 
dence was located of Roslynmead. At Gunbower a 
building and platform remain, but locked behind a 
fence and gate. 

From a distance, at least it appears that Leitchville 
may still be open for business with a passenger plat- 
form, building shed and goods platform, and three 
wagons, believed to be off register RYs in the yard. 
Closer inspection revealed that the building is now 
used by a local Lions Club, and attempts have been 
made to beautify the area, with new concrete laid on 
the station approach and trees planted near the plat- 
form. All track has been removed. 

At Cohuna there are a bare passenger platform and 
a goods shed on a platform. The yard and surroun- 
ding areas are devoid of track, but full of overgrown 
grass and the whole site looks generally untidy. Some 
locals at a house overlooking the yard probably won- 
dered why anybody would want to examine or photo- 
graph such a scene. 


ARHS RAILWAY MUSEUM 


CHAMPION ROAD 
NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


Open every Saturday and Sunday and 
Public Holidays: 2 - 5 p.m. 
Mid-week visits by arrangement: 
Tel. 596 3249 


Miniature Live Steam rides — 
Fourth Sunday of month — February- November 
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It appears that the track has now been completely 
removed back to Elmore, although rail still remains 
in bitumen level crossings. Wooden level crossing 
protection bars still remain, and hence it is still possi- 
ble to locate level crossings. There are many fences 
across the line, and it appears that farmers have 
regraded parts of the formation for their own use. 

In stark contrast to the desolation of Cohuna was 
Koondrook with its station and preserved train in the 
main street and its goods shed, now used by a local 
business, on the banks of the river. Track remains 
from the station to the shed and also along the river- 
bank to a timber yard. Between the timber yard and 
the shed is a very pleasant park on the river bank. 

Located along the Kerang road which runs parallel 
to the Koondrook line for some distance, at fairly 
close intervals, are three wooden buildings on woo- 
den platforms in various stages of disrepair, and 
although they are not named I assume that they are 
the remains of (from the Koondrook end), Ganna- 
warra, Teal Point and Hinksons. There is no track at 
any of these locations. Where the potential commu- 
ters lived who justified such close spacing of stations 
was not obvious, and there are certainly no towns 
between Koondrook and Kerang. 

I headed for home via the Mitiamo - Eaglehawk 
road and the Bendigo - Kerang line. Mitiamo, Prairie, 
Tandarra and Raywood all consist of silos and a cut 
back platform in various stages of disrepair, without 
any station buildings. The monotony is broken by 
Dingee which has no silo, only a grain storage build- 
ing on a loop line which looked unused. It does 
however have a passenger platform and building and 
according to the October 1988 V/Line timetable is 
still open for passenger business. 

Taking advantage of daylight saving, I returned to 
Melbourne via the Bendigo - Kilmore road and from 
this road, evidence of the formation of the former 
Heathcote Junction - Heathcote - Bendigo line can 
still be seen. 

Station sites not mentioned were either not visited 
or not located. 


NEWSRAIL BACK ISSUES 
FOR SALE 


All issues from the current issue back 
to June 1985 are available at the 
original cover price. 


Postage and packing $1 per order. 


ALSO AVAILABLE 
An incomplete range from May 1976 
to April 1985 
MANY ISSUES SOLD OUT 


Orders and queries: ARHS SALES 
G.P.O. BOX 5177AA, MELBOURNE, 3001 
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General News 


Beaufort: Further to November Newsrail, p.334, Mr M 
Caldwell, Western Regional Manager, V/Line, made 
it clear to a public meeting in late November that V/ 
Line was committed to a course of upgrading the 
track between Melbourne and Adelaide for the prop- 
osed scheduling of high speed, high capacity Super 
Freighters. He said there was little scope for compro- 
mise on the retention of the existing turnouts on the 
line at Beaufort. Mr Caldwell stressed that V/Line 
was now essentially a transport company and it had 
to be stringent with its planning to develop cost-effec- 
tive measures in order to be a competitive enterprise. 
The turnouts at Beaufort, if they were not to be 
removed, would have to be replaced with designs 
capable of carrying the greater freight loads. He 
agreed one turnout would be adequate to park visit- 
ing steam trains in Beaufort for an indefinite period 
but that the cost to the community of upgrading the 
turnout would be $95 000. The most effective solu- 
tion that emerged from the meeting was to retain one 
of the existing siding turnouts, maintenance of which 
was estimated to cost about $1000 per year. The 
meeting resolved to seek a delay of one month to 
enable the community to evaluate the situation. 


Murchison - Colbinabbin - Stanhope line: Even 
though tenders have been called for the dismantling 
of this track, the Waranga Shire Council is still seek- 
ing a further deputation with the Minister of Tran- 


sport to alter the decision. The Shire Secretary, Mr R 
Kelly, said the previous Minister of Transport, Mr T 
Roper, refused to alter plans to dismantle the line 
although he did agree to provide council with addit- 
ional information, particularly that upon which he 
and his department had based their decision to scrap 
the line. Council had considered that information 
and now wanted to talk to the present Minister about 
the issue. Council’s efforts, supported by the local 
MLA, to set up the deputation had failed and Mr 
Kelly said the Minister had acted with ‘indecent 
haste’ in calling for tenders before talking again about 
the line and its future. He said it was evident Mr 
Roper and his advisors had only considered super- 
ficial costs associated with the closure and had not 
understood the impact and cost implications for the 
shire’s road network. Council was convinced it would 
ultimately be cheaper to repair, upgrade and maintain 
the railway as opposed to upgrading and repairing the 
shire’s roads. 


VFT — The saga continues: Mr J Nestor, a former 
passenger business manager with the SRANSW said 
the goal of running a 350 km/h service was ‘akin to 
East West Airlines telling us that their engineers are 
going to develop an aircraft 30% faster than Concorde 
by 1995’. He added ‘the technology simply does not 
exist. Even if Australia had the capacity to develop it, 
there is not the time’. He challenged the consor- 


Harris trailers 878T and 882T at Spotswood, stripped prior to being sandblasted. They will be refurbished to 
interurban cars similar to those in use in SH and LH sets. Sat. 7.1.89. (John Green) 
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tium’s prediction that it would carry five million pass- 
engers a year between Sydney and Melbourne for a 
one-way fare of $120 at 1988 prices. He claimed the 
fare would have to be $171 to cover costs and that fare 
was comparable to the airline fare but the journey 
was longer. Mr Nestor said the consortium’s target of 
capturing half of the market along the Sydney - Can- 
berra - Melbourne corridor, including trips starting or 
finishing beyond these centres, was unrealistic. ‘Can 
anyone seriously suggest that, say, airline travellers 
from Brisbane to Melbourne will change to a train at 
Sydney and add several hours to their journey” he 
asked. ‘I suggest that almost no passengers originat- 
ing or terminating their journeys outside the corridor 
would be diverted to the VFT’. He estimated the 
enterprise would lose $545 million per year. ‘The line 
would not generate a social benefit in excess of its 
social costs’, he said. ‘If the consortium decided to go 
ahead, it must be on the understanding that no gov- 
ernment money or concession will bail it out if diffi- 
culties arise’. 

The chief executive of the VFT project, Mr Alan 
Castleman, rejected Mr Nestor’s claims. He said the 
technology needed for the project already existed and 
a passenger survey showed the service would be 
viable. Mr Castleman said that overseas trains would 
soon be running routinely at 300 km/h and that some 
had exceeded 400 km/h in trials. ‘To suggest, there- 
fore, that the technology doesn’t exist really ignores 
overseas reality’, he said. Mr Castleman would not 
comment on Mr Nestor’s cost estimates, except to 
say ‘we have ours (and) I don’t think four major com- 
panies, all highly successful, are in the habit of get- 
ting things wrong’. 


Southern Cross Express: A confidential prospectus, 

obtained by the Melbourne newspaper The Sun, 

showed the large weekly outlay required to run the 
train would only ever return, at best, a tiny profit. The 
prospectus showed: 

* The trains weekly fixed costs were $8184 even if it 
did not travel. 

* The cost of running the train each trip total $37 100 
of which $30 400 are charges debited to V/Line 
and the SRANSW. 

* The expenses to run 1 trip per week total $96 600. 

* The projected revenue, based on the most favour- 


able conditions, totals $102 999, thus giving a total 
profit of $6399. 

* The prospectus spoke of seating 228 passengers but 
the two dining cars only fed 192 at two sittings. 

* To make a profit the train would have to be 97% 
full on each weekly trip. This made no allowances 
for seasonal lulls, strikes, maintenance or other 
down time and past experience had indicated cap- 
acity, at best, had never regularly exceeded 30%. 


Federal Government funding: Victoria’s public trans- 
port unions have called on the Federal Government 
to fund the whole national rail network. They said 
the Government paid $1.25 billion annually to states 
for roads, but spent only $3 million on the railways. 


Public transport costs: The Ministry of Transport 
released figures for the financial year 1987/88 which 
revealed the MTA deficit to be $317 million, $5 mil- 
lion above its target and the STA deficit to be $222.3 
million compared with a target of $212.7 million. The 
total cost of running Victoria’s trains, trams and 
buses was $1.46 billion. 


Public transport future: The Minister for Transport, 
Mr J Kennan, addressed the Institute of Engineers, 
Victoria Division in November 1988 and spoke on the 
future of public transport in Victoria in general and 
about some future plans and possibilities in partic- 
ular, some of which involved the railways. He men- 
tioned the possible provision of a Fast Freight Train 
(FFT) between Melbourne and Sydney, either as an 
alternative or addition to the Very Fast Train (VFT), 
the desirability of using 3 phase a/c motors in future 
orders of trains, the possibility of introducing double 
decker suburban trains, the possible introduction of a 
new design low floor LRV and the new design LRV 
which is basically a bus body on rail bogies. He stres- 
sed the importance of the development of station 
sites such as the recent Box Hill redevelopment. 


Port of Echuca: Further to Newsrail, May p.142 and 
July p.212, the Bicentennial Project to re-lay the rail 
link to the wharf has met many obstructions but now 
it seems it will be completed and not lose its Bicen- 
tennial status with the resultant loss of funds. V/Line 
has approved the final plans and specificiations so 
organisers are planning on completion of the project 
in February 1989. 


The Carey car attached to the 16 10 Bendigo pass. leaves Spencer Street on Sun.18.12.88 for overhaul at 
Bendigo Workshops. (John Green) 
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Operations 


GENERAL 


B and S class sightings: Newsrail, October 1988, p.312 
and November 1988, p.342, requested specific sight- 
ings of B and S class locomotives in order to record 
their final days of service. Many have been received. 
Because of the difficulty in splitting them, all will be 
recorded under this group heading. Other observa- 
tions may also appear in later sections, they being an 
integral part of the particular submission received. 


Wed.28.9. Spencer Street: B61 on 16 20 (8125) down 
Bacchus Marsh pass. 

Thurs.29.9. Spencer Street: B61 on 16 20 (8125) down 
Bacchus Marsh pass. B76 on 14 55 (8052) up Ben- 
digo pass. 

Fri.30.9. Spencer Street: B76 on 14 55 (8140) up Bal- 
larat pass., then on 17 15 (8321) down Albury pass. 

Mon.3.10. Spencer Street: $313-S312 on 14 45 (8140) 
up Ballarat pass. S312-S313-S310 on 17 35 (8133) 
down Dimboola pass. 

Tues.4.10. Spencer Street: B65 on 16 20 (8125) down 
Bacchus Marsh pass. 

Thurs.13.10. Spencer Street: B75 On 14 55 (8052) up 
Bendigo pass. S308 on 17 45 (8043) down Swan 
Hill pass. 

Sun.8.10. Spencer Street: B65 on 16 15 (8125) down 
Ballarat pass. 

Mon.17.10. Warrnambool: B80 On 18 00 (8265) down 
Warrnambool pass., then the 06 50 (8236) up pass. 
on Tues.18.18. This was only the second B class to 
Warrnambool in 1988. 

Thurs.20.10. Ballarat: C501-S302-38xbogie wagons on 
down express goods at Ballarat East at 17 35. 

Sun.23.10. Spencer Street: B76-X32 on 16 15 (8125) 
down Ballarat pass. 

Mon.24.10. Broadford: A77-B75-X49 on an up steel 
train at 12 15. 

Tues.25.10. Ballarat: $317 noted in a line of locomo- 
tives shunting off the main line at B box about 
10 30. B76 at Ballarat East depot. 

Fri.28.10. Ballarat East: B80 at the depot. B75-T367 
on down Mildura goods at 21 23. 

Tues.1.11. Spencer Street: S310-S300 on 09 10 (8307) 
down Cobram pass. S300-S310 on 14 20 (8324) up 
Cobram pass. $310 on 19 00 (8275) down Geelong 
pass. 

Mon.7.11. Spencer Street: A73-X45-S300-B80 on 
07 55 (8105) down Dimboola pass. $311 on 20 20 
(8071) down Bendigo pass. 

Sat.12.11. $312-T395-P22 on 07 05 (8306) up Seymour 
pass. 

Mon.14.11. T353-B64 ran a ballast train to Winchel- 
sea. 

Wed.16.11. Ballarat East: B76 at the depot. 

Thurs.17.11. Ballarat East: B64 in depot and later 
seen in No.2 road at Ballarat station with T350 
about 16 00. Subsequently worked a down wheat 
train of 17 bogie wagons with T350 on the Mary- 
borough line at 17 50. 

Sun.27.11. Ballarat: S307(?) on 13 15 (8146) up Dim- 
boola pass. 
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Mon.28.11. Spencer Street: B65 worked the 12 25 
(8025) down and 14 55 (8052) Bendigo pass. 

Thurs.3.12. Spencer Street: S307-X47-D334-N1 08 10 
(8305) down Albury pass. B64-S317-N11-D31], 
08 35 (8009) down Bendigo pass. 

Mon.12.12. Spencer Street: B64-4BE-1BG-31BE- 
S2AE (all VR) CP292 20 30 (8279) down Geelong 
pass. B76-N15-D342 19 15 (8275) down South Gee- 
long pass. 

Tues. 13.12. B64-CDZ-BZZ267-BS209-BRS226- 
BS210-BS204 08 25 (8230) up South Geelong pass. 
B76-BE34-BS205-BRS226-BS201-ACZ255-D322. 
17 41 (8263) down South Geelong pass. 

Thurs. 15.12. B64 worked 14 40 (8243) down and 16 10 
(8260) South Geelong pass. B64-D349-Z51 worked 
15 20 (8243) South Geelong pass. Failed on return, 
16 50 (8264) and arrived at Spencer Street as X40- 
B64(dead)-D349-Z51. Tottenham Yard: B76 (VR) 
on an up goods in the yard at 09 30. B61, light 
engine on the up, on the Maribyrnong River bridge 
at 19 50. 

Sat.17.12. Ballarat East: B75 in the depot. 

Sun.18.12. Spencer Street: $317 (with illuminated 
numbers replaced)-X44 on down Geelong pass. 

Mon.19.12. Spencer Street: S317-A71 departing plat- 
form $ at 20 15. 

Tues.20.12. Albion: $312-T358-13xwagons at 20 26. 

Wed.21.12. Ballarat: B and S class locomotives were 
the trailing units on a wheat train at 12 10. 

Sat.24.12. Spencer Street: S306-A60 coupled onto the 
18 15 (8135) down Ballarat pass. but after a short 
time they cut off and went onto the 19 00 (8275) 
down Geelong pass. S311-N454 then attached to 
(8135). Both trains, with S class (VR) leading 
departed at 19 03 and 19 05. 

Sun.25.12. Ballarat: N454-S311 hauled the 08 50 
(8122) up Ballarat pass. 

Thurs.29.12. Warrenheip: G533-B80-S310-38x VHGF 
passed at 23 00. 


Further to the above item further sightings were 
received after the item had been compiled. They are 
set out hereunder as an addenda: 


Mon.3.10. S307-B64 on 07 25 (9240) Traralgon -North 
Geelong Yard goods. 

Tues.4.10. S302-S306-T387 on 07 05 (9117) Long 
Island - Adelaide goods at West Footscray. S310- 
$312 on 06 50 (8130) up Dimboola pass. at Sun- 
shine. 

Thurs.6.10. S300-S307-T359 on 07 05 (9117) Long 
Island - Adelaide goods at Tottenham. 

Tues.11.10. $301-S307-T351 on 07 05 (9117) Long 
Island - Adelaide goods at North Melbourne. S300- 
B80 on 07 25 (9440) Traralgon - Tottenham Yard 
goods at West Footscray. 

Tues.18.10. X47-B76 on 10 30 (9529) Tottenham - 
Long Island goods at Tottenham. S302-S306-T371 
on 07 05 (9117) Long Island - Adelaide goods at 
West Footscray. B75-S312 on 07 25 (9440) Traral- 
gon - Tottenham Yard goods at West Footscray. 
X48-S317-S310 on 19.20 (9334) Albury - Long 
Island goods at Caulfield. 
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Wed.19.10. S307-G515 on 17 30 (9186) Adelaide - 
Melbourne superfreighter at Tottenham. S317 on 
down Geelong goods at Tottenham. X35-S302- 
T370 on 19 20 (9334) Albury - Long Island express 
goods at West Footscray. 

Mon.24.10. $310-T361 on 13 00 (9344) Kilmore East 
(Apex) - Quarry siding at Clayton. 

Tues.25.10. B80-T363 10 30 (9529) Tottenham - Long 
Island goods at West Footscray. X46-S317-T403 on 
07 05 (9117) Long Island - Tottenham goods. $312- 
B64 on 07 25 (9440) Traralgon - Tottenham Yard 
goods. 

Sat.29.10. X33-B64-G512 on 10 30 (9529) Tottenham - 
Long Island goods at West Footscray. A73-S317- 
$300 on 11 30 (8134) up Ballarat pass. at Sunshine. 
(A classic sight). 

Tues.1.11. X35-B76-T353 on 10 30 (9529) Tottenham 
- Long Island goods at Tottenham. 

Tues. 15.11. S311-S317-T405 on 07 05 (9117) Long 
Island - Adelaide goods at Tottenham. S306 on 
down Geelong goods at Tottenham. $307 on 07 25 
(9440) Traralgon - Tottenham Yard goods at Tot- 
tenham. 

Sun.20.11. B75-A73-A62 on 17 00 (8455) down Traral- 
gon pass. 


Special trains: Sightings of special trains run in 
Reet and December listed hereunder. 

* Pri.18.11. T408-CW15-Murray-BW80-BE25. Super- 
train promotions dance train to Warragul. Depar- 
ted Flinders Street 19 15. 

Fri.2.12. T398-CW15-BWI1-Murray-BW80-BE25. 
Supertrain promotions to Warragul and return. 
Sat.3.12. JS15-BCE3-BE14-BPL43-58RM- Yarra. 
Seymour - Nurmurkah. 58RM- Yarra. Numurkah - 
Tocuwal. Full consist return Numurkah - Sey- 
mour. End of year trip for ARHS Museum and 


* 


* 


Seymour Loco Steam Preservation Group. 1398- 
BCE1-BW60-CE18. Link Tours party tracker Flin- 
ders Street - Woodend and return. 

Sun.4.12. R707-BCE1-ABE3-BW82-ABE7-BE38- 
BE25-BW68. Blue Riband Coaches Christmas 
party Spencer Street - Seymour and return. K153- 
CW15-BW80-BW67-BW63. The Vintage Train. 
Newport - Heidelberg - Geelong - Heidelberg - 
Newport. 

Mon.5.12. A66-PC03-AJ3-BJ8-Club No.2-Norman. 
V/Line launch of Aussie-made Holiday. Spencer 
Street - Little River and return. 
T387-BCE1-BW1-BW60-CE18. Supertain promotions 
Flinders Street - Woodend and return. 

Tues.6.12. T363-BCE1-Murray-BW67-BW80. Link 
Tours party tracker Flinders Street - Warragul and 
return. 

Fri.9.12. T395-CW15-BW1-BW60-CE18. Supertain 
Promotions charter Flinders Street - Woodend and 
return. 

Sat.10.12. T379-BCE1-RS236-Murray-B W67-BW80. 
Supertrain promotions for Westpac Bank Spencer 
Street - Seymour and return. T407-CW15-BW1- 
CE18-BWE8-CW 14. Link Tours party tracker Flin- 
ders Street - Winchelsea and return. 

Sun.11.12, R761-CW15-BE25-BE38-ABE7-ABE3- 
BCE1. Steamrail excursion. Spencer Street -Wodo- 
nga and return. T320-BPL43-BE14-BCE3. VRI end 
of year picnic Seymour- Yarrawonga and return. 
Fri.16.12. T378-CW 15-ABE3-Moorabool. Link 
Tours charter Spencer Street - Woodend and 
return. T380-BCE1-BW60-CE18. Link Tours party 
tracker Flinders Street - Woodend and return. 
Sat.17.12. T353-CW15-Murray-BW67-BW80- 
BW68. Dance special Flinders Street - Warragul 
and return. 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


$307-X50 haul the 07 55 down Dimboola pass. through Bannockburn at 09 31 on Mon.2.1.89. (Gavin McLaughlan) 
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SOUTH WEST 


Geelong - depot visits: The undermentioned locomo- 
tives were sighted during November and December: 


Sun.13.11. A73, G514, 530, H2,3, 5, P15, 17, T363, 
378, 413, W241, 244, X46, 53, 54, Y127, 129, 130. 
Sun.27.11. A79, B61, G532, H2, 3, 5, S300, 317, T350, 
353, 360, 364, 368, 371, 374, 375, 380, 384, 389, 392, 
396, 400, 410, 413, W241, 244, X35, 54, Y130. 

Sun.4.12. A81, 85, B65 (VR), 75(VR), C503, G51], 
531, H2, 3, 5, KIS3 (Santa special train), N454, Pll, 
$310, T351, 359, 364, 367, 372, 377, 388, 413, W241, 
244, X50, 53, Y124, 127, 129, 130, 953. One would 
be hard pressed to find a more comprehensive 
range of locomotives. 


Warrnambool passenger service: Details of some run- 
ning as hereunder: 


Sat.5.11. 13 00 (8256) up. N452-N459-N18-54ACN- 
ieee (N459 dead) Departed 13 00 arrived on time 


Mon.19.11. 13.00 (8256) up. A66-D314-ACN30- 
BRN29-BN28. Departed on time. Terang 13 29 - 13 
31, Camperdown 13 44 - 13 45, Colac 14 11 - 14 14, 
Winchelsea 14 38 - 14 39, Geelong 15 05 - 15 10, 
Spencer Street 16 09 (6 late). There were several 
stops and slow running North Shore - Corio due to 
replacement point work. 

Sun.20.11. 18 55 (8265) down. N454-D340-205BS- 
201BS-226BRS-212BS-255ACZ. Departed 19 01. 
Geelong 19 53 - 19 55, Winchelsea 20 25 - 20 26, 
Colac 20 51 - 20 53, Camperdown 21 20 - 21 21, 
Terang 21 36 - 21 37, Warrnambool 22 05 (on 
time). 

Mon.21.11. 06 50 (8236) up. N454-D340-255ACZ- 
212BS-226BRS-201BS-205BS. Departed 07 00. 
Terang 07 30 - 07 31, Camperdown 07 46 - 07 47, 
Colac 08 14 - 08 17, Winchelsea 08 43 (30 sec.), 
South Geelong 09 07 - 09 08, Geelong 09 12 - 09 15, 
Spencer Street 10 11 (1 late). Late departure from 
Warrnambool due to a police search of the train as 
part of a report of cash missing from a connecting 
bus. Police met the train at Colac and it is believed 
two passengers were removed. 18 00 (8265) down. 
A66-270BZ-221BRS-264BZ-252ACZ-D331-D337. 
Departed 18 02. Geelong 18 53 - 19 03, Winchelsea 
19 33 - 19 34 (cross N463 on No.8286), Colac 20 01 
- 20 03, Camperdown 20 30 - 20 32, Terang 20 46 - 
20 48, Warrnambool 21 17 (2 late). 

Tues.6.12. 17 35 (8286) up. N465-D331-D311-33 ACN- 
31BRN-25BN. Depart 17 47. Terang 18 21 - 18 22, 
Camperdown 18 38 - 18 41, Colac 19 10 - 19 13, 
Winchelsea 19 38 - 19 50 (cross A78 on No.8265), 
South Geelong 20 14 - 20 20, Geelong 20 24 - 20 26, 
Spencer Street 21 24 (29 late). An announcement 
was made over the train PA at Warrnambool and 
Winchelsea explaining the lengthy delays as being 
due to a signal failure. The delays are believed to 
have been due to the difficulty in obtaining a valid 
train order. The stop at South Geelong was re- 
ported to be to allow police to remove an unruly 
passenger. 


Geelong pass. On Sun.4.12, the 14 05 (8237) down and 
16 00 (8250) up consisted of P12-P16-D348-N4. The 
17 35 (8261) down was P16-P12-BZ269-BRS224- 
ACZ262-D312-D333. S306(VR)-N469-N15-N12-D326 
formed the 11 30 down pass. on Tues.27.12. 
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Geelong - depot visit: Sat.12.11. B76, G514, 530, T353, 
363, 367, 372, 374, 378, 385, 392, 396, 401, 410. T385, 
401 still VR. W241,244, X46, 53, Y127, 129, 130, H2, 
3, 5, 934 


Pap 


WEST 


Timetable changes: Due to additional marketing 

requirements by the Freight Services Division, alter- 

ations have been introduced to goods trains. Follow- 

ing are the alterations that take effect on Sun.4.12. 

Additional services: 

12 20 (9117) Dynon - Adelaide express goods. 
Mon.-Fri. 

20 15 (9147) Dynon - Adelaide superfreighter. 
Mon.-Fri. 

21 30 (9149) Dynon - Adelaide express goods. 
Mon.-Fri. 

00 15 (9148) Adelaide - Dynon superfreighter. 
Tues.-Fri. 

19 20 (9152) Adelaide - Dynon express goods. 
Mon.-Fri. 

12 20 (9170) Adelaide - Dynon express goods (via 
Cressy). Mon-Fri. 

16 40 (9146) Adelaide - Dynon superfreighter. 
Mon.-Fri. 

18 15 (9148) Adelaide - Dynon superfreighter. Sat: 

ae (9152) Adelaide - Melbourne express goods. 

at. 

21 00 (9150) Adelaide - Dynon express goods. Sun. 

13 20 (9170) Adelaide - Dynon express goods. Sun. 

16 ae (9146) Adelaide - Melbourne superfreighter. 

un. 

Cancelled: 

14 10 (9119) express goods. Mon.-Fri. 

20 15 (9153) express goods. Mon.-Fri. 

14 10 (9119) express goods. Sat. 

01 25 (9156) Ararat - Dynon express goods. Mon. 

No.9128 express goods arriving Dynon 11 30. 
Mon.-Fri. 

10 15 (9148) express goods. Tues.-Fri. 

11 20 (9156) express goods. Mon.-Fri. 

17 30 (Sun.) 18 15 (Mon. - Fri.) (9186) superfreighter. 
Mon.-Fri. 

19 00 (9128) express goods. Sat. 

13 00 (9156) express goods. Sat. 

14 45 (9188) express goods. Sun. 

20 00 (9128) express goods. Sun. 

17 30 (9186) superfreighter. Sun. 

Altered schedule: 

12 45 (9117) express goods. Mon. - Fri. After 
Horsham. 

18 45 (9145) superfreighter. Mon. - Fri. After 
Dimboola. 

11 45 (9117) express goods. Sat. After Diapur loop. 

19 40 (9153) express goods. Sat. Renumbered (9149). 


General sightings: 

Tues. 18 10. C509-967 on 20 00 (9128) Adelaide - 
Melbourne express goods at West Footscray at 
11 29. C501-BL35-S307 on 12 45 (9117) Melbourne 
- Adelaide express goods at Sunshine at 13 37. 
BL31-G529 on 14 10 (9119) Melbourne - Adelaide 
express goods at Sunshine at 14 30. 
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Tues.25.10. C508-701- on 20 00 (9128) Adelaide - 
Melbourne express goods. Crossed 12 45 (9117) 
Melbourne - Adelaide express goods, hauled by 
C501-967-S300 at Tottenham at 14 00. 

Sat.29.10. X46-S302-S312 on 18 45 (9145) Melbourne 
meee superfreighter at West Footscray at 
16 00. 


Tues.15.11 G530-G531-G525-G529 on 12 45 (9117) 
Melbourne - Adelaide express goods. This train 
had a record 71 vehicles and included the Dyno car 
at the rear. Sighted at Tottenham at 14 26. 


Adelaide news: Wed.21.12. proved to be an interesting 
day for V/Line units. At Mile End were C503, 509, 
510, GS513, 527, N461, 465, S317, X47. N461-N465 
arrived at 08 51 on the Overland after experiencing 
unknown technical problems. G513-836-961-C510- 
703 arrived on No.9153 express goods at 08 11. G527- 
$317-G513-961-C510-703. departed on No. 9148 
express goods at 13 10. X47-BL32- departed on 
No.9188 express goods at 18 15. C509-BL35-947 were 
stationary at Keswick to allow the Overland to cross. 


A class on the Overland: On Fri.23.12. the down Over- 
land struck problems at Wolseley when N451 (2nd 
unit) blew a traction motor and was shut down. A79 
apparently ran light engine from Dimboola and pro- 
ceeded to Adelaide, arriving at 09.31. 


Dimboola pass.: This train is primarily hauled by an 
N class. Recent exceptions have been: 


Tues.4.10. $310-S312-N19. 
Tues.11.10. X53-X52. 
Wed.12.10. X49-N9. 
Fri.14.10. X49-N9. 
Thurs.17.11. X49-N9. 
Mon.21.11. X54. 

Fri.25.11. X46. 


Ballarat pass: On Sat.17.12. the 11 45 (8134) up Bal- 
larat pass. consisted of N456-BS206-ACZ254-D339- 
ACZ252-BS209-BRS226-BS210-BS204-D337. BS206 
and ACZ254 were both ex-Ballarat Workshops, 
having been overhauled, lifted and painted. 


Late Overland; On Fri.23.12. an industrial dispute 
delayed the docking of the Overland until 20 28. Train 
consist was N473-N458-VMBPIM-AMBP264L-PC02- 
Paiti-Chalakai-Malkari-Tantini-Club No.3-Juki- 
Tawarri-Kuldari-AJ3-AJ1-BJ6-RBJ3-BJ9-BJ4-C02. 
The train departed at 21 07 (32 late). 


Overland — general observations: During December 
the consist of the down trains has varied from 12-16 
vehicles, with 13 being common and 16 on Fridays. 
Locomotives on Mon.12.12 were X47-N473 as N453 
had apparently failed at South Kensington that after- 
noon. The same two locomotives were used again on 
Sun.18.12. N473 worked back on Mon.19.12. as it was 
on the Overland that night, trailing N457. On 
Tues.20.12. the consist was 15 vehicles behind N461- 
N465. Timing was 21 11 at Hopkins Road crossing 
(4 km on the up side of Rockbank). 

This train was seen approaching the up end of Par- 
wan loop at a very low speed, being brought to a 
stand about 400-500 metres from the signals at 21 26. 
A crew man walked to the phone at the signals, 
whilst occasional short air-escaping noises were 
heard. The train moved at 21 43 and ran at only 25 
km/h through the loop instead of the usual 95 km/h. 
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Speed increased to 45 km/h at the down end of the 
loop and it proceeded normally through Bacchus 
Marsh. Thereafter, everything seemed normal with 
60k m/h through Bank Box, 55-60 km/h from Iron- 
bark Gully to Ingliston and up to 100 km/h approach- 
ing Ballan, which was reached at 22 11. On the same 
a ai was noted at the Hopkins Road crossing 
at ; 


Unusual passenger on Overland: On Sat.26.11. the 
down Overland had only 12 vehicles, AMBP-1PCO- 
Nomuldi-Allambi-No.1 Club-Weroni-Tarkinji-2AJ- 
5BJ-3RBJ-10BJ-1CO. Quantity may have been down 
but quality certainly wasn’t. Of the 3 cars on the 
AMEP wagon, and one was a brand new Ferrari. 
How could one NOT drive it to Adelaide? 


Overland locomotive combinations: Between the 
period October, November and December, the fol- 
lowing locomotive combinations have been sighted 
on the down Overland. 


N454-N459_  N470-N455.- N457-N473 
N455-N463. _N458-N467 _N461-N465 
N461-N453  N467-N464. _N458-N473 
N470-N473.  N460-N452. N473-N458 
N456-N462 X47-N473 

N451-N465 _N455-N460 

NORTH WEST 


General Manager’s Inspection train: This train travel- 
led from Melbourne on Thurs.24.11. It consisted of 
N457 City of Mildura-2 x airconditioned sleepers- 
Norman. It arrived at Mildura at about 08 30 on 
Fri.25.11. 

The consist was attached to the front of the Vine- 
lander and the usual Vinelander locomotive was 
placed ahead of it. It departed 1 minute late after an 
emergency stop to allow two non-travellers to alight. 
The train was a few minutes late into Donald and left 
23 minutes late after setting back into No.2 road after 
a down goods had departed. No time was made up on 
the rest of the trip and arrival was 23 minutes late. 


Mildura - Yelta line: Re-laying of this line is complete 
and trains were running in November clearing grain 
from the Yelta silo. At present speed is restricted to 
about 20 km/h. Locomotives noted during the week 
commencing Sun.20.11. included single X, N and G 
class with double headed S and T class. Each train 
consisted of between 8 and 11 VHGF or equivalent. 
After the consist was dropped at Yelta the locomotive 
would return light engine and several hours later 
another, usually different, locomotive would run to 
Yelta light engine and return with the load. 


NORTH 


Swan Hill notes: Freight movements during October 
were at a very low level with only six trains for the 
month. Locomotives used were: 

Tues.4.10. B75. 

Thurs.6.10. B75-T391. 

Tues.11.10. B76. 

Thurs. 13.10. $311. (S307 worked the pass.) 

Thurs.20.10. T394-T367. 

Thurs.27.10. X33. 
Grain movements commenced in earnest on 
Mon.21.11. when a daily freight service resumed. 
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| Locomotives seen during the month were: 


Tues.1.11. T386. (Stabled at Swan Hill until 
Thurs.3.11). 

Thurs.3.11. X36-T386. 

Tues.8.11. T392. 

Thurs.10.11. B65-x45. 

Tues.15.11. X31. 

Thurs.17.11. X35-S317. (S317 sent light engine 
from Bendigo to assist X35 which had brake 
problems). 

Fri.18.11. X49-X54. 

a S310-S312. (S312 dead attached on up 
train). 

Tues.22.11. X49-X54. 

Wed.23.11. X53-B6l. 

Thurs.24.11. X44-T394. 

Fri.25.11. S302-T391. 


Double P class at Bendigo: On Sun.11.12 the 16 10 


(8085) down pass. arrived at Bendigo with P13- 

BTH165-BGH122-BTH162-BCH127-BTH167- 

BH147-BCHI125-DH401-P15. The train operated 

push-pull and was increased in size to cater for 

returning bicycle riders after completion of Great Vic- 

torian Bike Ride. 

Other Bendigo observations: 

Loco depot visits: 

Sun.6.11. T378, 386, 390, 392, X53, Y161, 164. 

Sun.13.11. B65, T386, 397, 407, X33, Y161, 164. 62RM 
(in poor condition). 

Wed.16.11. N459, S311. 

Sun.20.11. A78, S310, 312, T386, 391, Y161, 164. 

a i A66, B76, S302, T379, 386, 390, 391, Y161, 


Wed.30.1 1. B75(VR)-T358 (VR) coupled together. 


Traffic: 


— Wed.2.11. Y161-2xVTQF(Ampol)-3xVTQA (Caltex) 
57. 


on the up at Bendigo North at 15 


_ Thurs.3.11.Y161-VZFA-4xVLCX (to Workshops)- 


VTQZ-7xVTQA/Y/F (Caltex) in Bendigo Yard at 
07 40. 


— Wed.9.11. Y161-2xVLEX-4xVLGX-VOCX-VOBX 


(to Workshops) VYQX-2xVTQA-VTQX (Caltex)- 
oF -VTQY(Ampol) preparing for departure at 


Sun.13.11. N460-N463 running promotional trips to 
Epsom following N463 being named City of 
Bendigo. 16 10 (8085) down pass. consisted of 
P13-SH (4 cars) 

ae 06 50 (8024) up pass. consisted of X35- 


Wed.16.11. Up Echuca goods, T378-T385-B-VTQY- 
2xVPCX-2xVTQY-ALGX-2xKMQ-3xVQCX- . 
14xKMQ arrived Bendigo Yard at 19 50. 

Thurs.17.11.Down Bendigo North, Y161-2xVZWA- 
VL-VOBX-BE-VQGX-VPCX(to Workshops) 
2xVTQF(Ampol)-VTQX-2xVTQY-VTQZ-VTQF 
(Caltex) in yard at 07 00. 

Fri.18.11. 06 50 (8024) up pass. consisted of N470-D- 
Z51. T385-T394-T370-VQGX’s-KMQ’s (all 
containers) on down goods arrived at 06 55. 

Sun.20.11. N456-P11-SH (4 cars) formed the 16 10 
(8085) down pass. 

Mon.21.11. $310-S312-20xVHGY on up block grain 
arrived at B box at 18 54. 
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Tues.22.11. Y164-2xVTQF (Ampol) on the down at 
California Gully at 12 15, very late, usually 
arriving between 08 00 - 09 30. 


Thurs.24.11.A71-D-Z55 formed 06 50 (8024) up pass. 
X33 at Bendigo North Workshops. 


Fri.25.11. Y164-2xVTQY(Caltex) arrived at 
California Gully at 16 13, after picking up VTQY- 
VTQF(Ampol) it departed on the up for Bendigo 
North Workshops at 16 29. T379-T376-VQGX- 
VHGF-22xGH-G-VPGX-VZLA-VTQY-VTQX- 
VTQA-VTQX-4xVLCX-VQGX-AQMX-8xKMQ- 
6xVQCX-WQCX, up Echuca goods arrived 
Bendigo Yard at 20 37. 


Sun.27.11. VPFX1Q loaded with loco sand from 
Dynon at Loco sand plant. P17-SH27 formed the 
16 10 (8085) down pass. N459-N461-DZ52 formed 
the 17 00 (8088) up Swan Hill pass. 


Tues.29.11. $312-T359-approx.40xGH on an up 
block grain from Maryborough waiting clearance 
to follow the 06 50 (8026) up pass. T386-T391- 
GH-B-19xGH-4x VOGX-VTQX-VPGX-2xVTQA- 
VTQF-VTQY-15xKMQ-6xVTQA-KMQ, up 
Echuca goods at Bendigo North at 20 44. 


NORTH EAST 


Kyabram notes: On Tues.8.11. P21-GY arrived at 09 
15 and P21 departed light engine at 09 20. On 
Thurs.10.11. T390-l2xVOWA on a down goods 
arrived at 19 14. Tues.29.11. saw T392-4xVOFX arrive 
and depart with an extra 2xGY. On Wed.30.11. T382- 
Y133(dead attached)-VOFY-5xVZSX-11xKMQ- 
14xVOWA passed through on an up goods at 17 30. 
On Fri.2.12. 1375-4xVPCX-14xKMQ-14xVOWA- 
4xVOFX on a down goods passed at 14 13. 


North East notes: On Tues.22.11. Longwood ceased 
to function as an electric staff station. Dismantling 
commenced with the passage of A62 on the 06 20 
(8310) up Albury pass. passing through at 08 15. A73 
on the 08 10 (8305) down Albury pass. was the last 
train to use the auto staff exchanger at 09 56. 10 06 
(arrival time at Euroa) is the official time Longwood 
was disestablished. By the time 42204 passed on the 
down IJntercapital Daylight at 10 22 virtually all the 
semaphore arms and discs were stripped down. 


Mangalore, as well, is starting to feel the pinch of 
V/Line’s rationalisation programme. From Tues. 
29.11. it will cease to be manned 24 hours per day. On 
that day, the shifts changed to 07 00 - 16 00 and 18 10 
- 02 40, Tues.-Fri. (inclusive). The weekends stay the 
way they were. Monday does, however, provide an 
anomoly in which the 07 00 day shift commences at 
02 00 to cater for the down Shepparton goods which 
is stabled at Seymour over the weekend. This may 
well be abolished by combining the down oil (9380), 
which runs early Sat. morning with the down 
Shepparton goods (9380), possibly at Seymour. 


Echuca - Seymour - Echuca: Hereafter are observa- 
tions made during the journey on Tues.6.12. Y166 
Shepparton pilot, T392 stabled. A78 on 13 40 (8324) 
up Cobram pass. T394 on works sleeper train at Mur- 
chison East. Slow for track work south of Hughes 
Creek to Mangalore, arriving there at 15 55 (20 late). 
J394 arrived at Seymour with sleeper discharge train 
at 17 59. P16 arrived on 16 30 (8309) down Seymour 


ne) 


pass. at 18 09. N470 on 17 15 (8321) down Albury 
pass. arrived 18 28. N456 on 16 25 (8334) up Albury 
pass. arrived at 18 47. Intercapital Daylight behind 
42204 passed through at 18 52. P18 on 17 33 (8323) 
down Seymour pass. arrived 19 08. N454 with 18 15 
(8327) down Cobram pass. arrived at 19 26. T384 yard 
pilot at 19 29 and T392 arrived with an up goods at 
19 32. Cobram pass. departed 19 32. Noted T411, 
1320, Y133 in Loco. Arrived at Murchison East at 
20 07 and the bus for Echuca departed at 20 27, the 
delay being caused by the transhipment of baggage 
and parcels. 


Congestion at Seymour and Mangalore: On Mon.19.12. 
B76-T400 operated a special Tottenham Yard - Sey- 
mour goods (9347) which arrived at 22 54. B76 retur- 
ned light engine to Melbourne a little later. This train 
conveyed general loading for both the North East (via 
9327) and Goulburn Valley (via 9365). At 23 30 the 
down Wodonga goods (9327) arrived and promptly 
claimed the whole yard as it shunted off wagons from 
9347 and re-marshalled its own train. (Seymour’s 
Yard has been reduced from 9 to 4 roads). Mean- 
while, at Dysart, the down Shepparton goods (9365) 
was held at 00 02. The down end of Seymour, at the 


DRC41 leaves Tallarook with No.8322 pass. from Seymour on 
Thurs.27.10.88. (Rick Coles) 
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up arrival signal, saw the up Wodonga goods (9304) | 


stop at 00 35. The platform road contained the morn- 
ing’s commutor trains and 9327 fouled the main line 
with its many shunts, thus effectively blocking access 
via the back (East) platform. 


To compound the bottleneck, both 9304 and 9365 
were to exchange crews. Finally, at 00 50, T387-T362- 
T400 (ex 9347) departed for Benalla with 9327. This 
then gave T382-T395-T350-T377 on 9304 a clear road 


to Dysart for a crew change with 9365 after an hour’s | 
wait. In between this action, two down standard | 


gauge trains passed through. 


The second period of activity occurred at Manga- 


lore on Fri.23.12. The up Shepparton goods (9332) 
hauled by T376-T358-Y 137, stopped at the up depar- 
ture home signal at 19 27 then waited for 26 minutes 
for the Cobram pass. (8335) to arrive. As the train 
crews changed over, G522 went through with a down 
goods and 14 minutes later, T402 on the up Wodonga 
oil arrived at the same signal and waited 2 minutes 
for line clear. 


Wodonga - Melbourne Yard goods: Generally speak- | 


ing, locomotive highlights were lacking in December. 


This train, did for some reason have a high incidence | 


of unusual locomotive combinations. The goods 


picks up at all stations en route to Melbourne. Sight- 


ings are listed hereunder: 
Wed.30.11. 00 15, X53-S3??-T353-T. 21 55, B61- 
T396. 


Thurs.1.12. 23 38, T379-T380. 
Mon.5.12. 21 25, X49-T392-T351. 
Tues.6.12. 21 56, T365-T379-T375. 


Thurs.8.12. 00 43, S311-T402-T374. 23 57, A85-S307- _ 


T412-T-T (The most locomotives seen in 
combination at Mangalore by the correspondent). 


Mon. 12.12. 23 32, S306-T404-T367-T401. 
Tues.13.12. 21 10, S300-T382. 
Wed.14.12. 22 58, T388-T404-T362. 


Fri.16.12. 00 25, T404-T382-T388-T367. 22 26, X43- 
T370-T355S. 


Tues.20.12. 00 42, T382-T395-T350-T377. 22 37, 
X44-T380. 

Wed.21.12. 23 56, X36-S312-T378 

01 00 (9300) North Geelong - Albury goods: 


19 20 (9334) Albury - Long Island express goods that 


night and when 9300 does not run the 12 10 (8311 — 
down Albury pass. brings the locomotives for that 


night’s steel train. Sightings at Mangalore are: 


Wed.9.11. 05 02, X44-S300 
Thurs.10.11. 05 05, S311-T361 
Fri.l1.11. 06 35, X47-S312 
Mon.14.11. 06 56, $311-T405 
Wed.16.11. 06 55, $312-S306 
Thurs.17.11. 05 36, S313-T403-T385 
Fri.18.11. 06 59, S311 
Mon.21.11. 06 37, S302 
Wed.23.11. 06 39, $302 
Fri.25.11. 06 56, X52-S307 
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This 
goods made a welcome return after an absence of a | 
couple of months. It conveys the locomotives for the | 


STANDARD GAUGE 


Observations at Mangalore: The two C class locomo- 
tives, C504 and C505, appear only to have moderate 


| useage. Sightings of traffic are listed hereunder: 
_ Tues.8.11. 13 40, C505-G522 down goods. 18 34, 


X37-8176-G516 up goods. 20 09, C504-T411 down 
Ford train. 
Fri.11.11. 17 47, G517-X37-C504 down Ford train. 
Mon.14.11. 16 41, G520-C504-T411 down goods. 
18 22, T411-8180-G519 up goods. 
Tues.15.11. 17 30, X37-C505 down Ford train. 
Fri.18.11. 18 15, G521-C505 up goods. 
Sat.19.11. 18 30, C505-8167 up goods. 
Wed.23.11. 22 25, G521-C504 down goods. 
Sun.27.11. 17 20, 8174-42218 down Ford train. 
Thurs.1.12. 11 23, X37-T411 up goods.18 25, X37 
down goods. 


| Fri.2.12. 09 15, C505 up goods. 10 02, 42206 up 


goods. 16 28, 42206 down goods. 

Sat.3.12. 17 26, G522-X37 up goods. 

Wed.7.12. 07 52, 42216 up goods. 17 55, X37 down 
goods. 

Thurs.8.12. 19 09, 8169-X37 down goods. 

Sat.10.12. 17 43, G520-X37 down goods. 

Wed.14.12. 11 30, G522-42213 down Jntercapital 
Daylight. 13 25, C504 down goods. 

Thurs.15.12. 00 17, C504 up goods. 

Fri.16.12. 05 50. T411 down goods. 

Sat.17.12. 09 43. A3 4472 Flying Scotsman down pass. 

X37 down goods. 

Sun.18.12. 21 27, G-8173-8179 down Sydney Express. 

Mon.19.12. 10 40, 8170 down Intercapital Daylight. 
12 58, C504 down goods. 16 22, G523-8171-42205 
down goods. 

Wed.21.12. 13 08, 42203-8180 up goods. 
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Sydney Express and Relief Express: Over the Christ- 
mas and New Year period the 21 35 (8643) down 
Relief Express operated on the following days. 


Fri.16.12 Sun.18.12 © Wed.21.12  Thurs.22.12 
Fri.23.12 Mon.26.12  Tues.27.12 Wed.28.12 
Fri.30.12 Sun.1.1 Mon.2.1 Tues.3.1 
Wed.4.1 Fri.6.1 Sat.7.1 Sun.8.1 


On Tues.13.12. consist of the 20 00 (8625) Sydney 
Express was 8175-DMC1902-MHN2364-VFK273- 
VFK272-VFK276-VRS232-VFX217-VBK261- 
LAN2352-DAM2334 RMS2359-BCS2357-LAN2351- 
NAM2336-NAM2368-PHN2363-MBY2595. 

On Fri.16.12. the Relief Express departed with 
G522-VHN241-VFK275-VFR215-VBK274-VFK271- 
VRS231-VFX216-VBK259-1DS2253-PHS2298. 

On Fri.23.12. an industrial dispute prevented the 
docking of the Sydney Express until 19 57, subsequen- 
tly, all standard gauge services were delayed. Sydney 
Express departed 20 28 with 8178-MHN2364- 
LAN2353-NAM2375-LAN2344-NRM2374-LAN2352- 
DAM2334-RMS2359-BCS2357-LAN2351-LAN2336- 
NAM2368-PHN2363-MBY2592-MBY2595. The Inter- 
capital Daylight arrived 27 late with 42219-MBY2593- 
BHZ2362-BDS2282-SDS2252-BDS2283-RS1962- 
OFS2259-SFE2265-SFS2277-HFZ2213. The Relief 
Express departed 37 late with G523-VHN241- 
VFK273-VFR215-VFK272-VFK276-VRS232- 
VFX216-VBK263-VBK261-TDS2253-PHS2253- 
PHS2297. 


Duke of Gloucester: On Sun.18.12. ADH2 Duke of 
Gloucester was in the standard gauge loading dock at 
the down end of No.2 platform at Spencer Street. The 
car was being used as a dining car and was supplied 
with power via an extension lead. 


The privately-owned Duke of Gloucester in the standard 
gauge dock at Spencer Street on Sun.18.12.88. (John Green) 
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Long Island steel trains: Sightings of motive power 
during November and December were: 


03 00 (9334) 10 30 (9529) 
Tues.1.11. $313-X45-T383 X35-B76-1T353 
Wed.2.11. $317-X53-T380 T394-T412 
Thurs.3.11. S300-X45-T365-T361 B76-1373 
Fri.4.11. X48-S311-T356 x44 
Sat.5.11. $310-S311-T389 No train 
Mon.7.11. .C€503-C501 X34 
Tues.8.11. G526-S310 X38 
Wed.9.11. $317-S311-T412 X34 
Thurs.10.11. X47-X54-T358 X33 
Fri.l1.11. $300-S306-T382 X33 
Sat.12.11. G528-G515 T403-T400 
Mon.14.11. No train X47-X48 
Tues.15.11. $317-S311-T405 B6l 
Wed.16.11. X51-S313-T373 X44 
Thurs.17.11. G528-X43 X51-T408  (Le.) 
Fri.18.11. $313-S302-T374 X44 
Sat.19.11. G533-BL32 X39-X53 
Mon.21.11 ©C503-G533 X34 
Tues.22.11. $302-S307-T373 T367-T361 
Wed.23.11. X51-X46-T390 X34 
Thurs.24.11 $302-S317-T358 X36 
Fri.25.11. $300-S306-T398 X34 
Sat.26.11. $307-X53-T 400 X32-B75 
Thurs.1.12. $311-S306-T392 X35-X31 
Fri.2.12. $313-X52-T400 X44 
Sat.3.12. G529-C503 B61-S306 
Mon.5.12.—-No train T373-T390 
Tues.6.12. X48-X54-T380 X31 
Wed.7.12. 1372-S310-X52 X35-S307 
Thurs.8.12.  B61-T385-T361 X43 
Fri.9.12. A73-X46 B76 (l.e.) 
Sat.10.12. C508-C502 No train 
Mon.12.12. G529 B64 
Tues.13.12. G533 B64 
Wed.14.12. X35-X46-T378 No train 
Thurs.15.12. No train X43 
Fri.16.12. $306-S302 x44 
Sat.17.12. C509-T398 X43-S312 
Mon.19.12. No train X38 
Tues.20.12. G513-T385 Bél 
Wed.21.12. S$311-X51-T387 B76 
Thurs.22.12. G534-T384 (l.e.) G512 
Fri.23.12. X51-X50 X39 
Sat.24.12. C506-C503 A771 


Extra trains: 

Wed.2.11. X44 on 05 30 (9525) Tottenham - Long 
Island. 

Thurs.3.11. T383 on 05 30 (9525). 

Wed.23.11. S300-X32-T401-27xwagons (slabs) passed 
Chelsea at 19 17. This train was stabled at Long 
he until Thurs.24.11. It departed on the up at 


Fri.25.11. X51-X44-T387-23xwagons (slabs) passed 
Chelsea at 16 10. 

Fri.2.12. S302-T390-B76 took a goods from Totten- 
ham Yard at 14 00. They stabled at Long Island 
and departed Sat.3.12 at 03 00. 
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Tues.6.12. S312-B61-20xwagons (slabs) passed 
Mordialloc at 15 15. 

Thurs.22.12. X50-X51 on a goods passed Chelsea at 
15 42, returning at 22 02. 


Busy Newport: On Thurs.17.11 near the Champion 
Road level crossing, T394-T396 arrived in the siding 
closest to the Newport Workshops with a down block 
oil train at 14 20. B75-T351 on an up goods were 
sighted running up the grade into Newport at 14 26. 
This train stopped outside the station and X49-S300 
on a down briquette train then arrived and stopped 
on the other siding parallel with the oil train. X49- 
S300 departed at 14 50 preceeded by the block oil and 
down goods. At 14 54, T387 on the Ford train passed 
through. 

$317-C508-H1 on a down Geelong goods passed at 
15 40. At 15 54, T368-Y163-C510 left the workshops 
bound for Dynon, followed three minutes later by 
P13-SH30, also from the Workshops. 


Spencer Street sightings: Sand trains run between 
Spotswood and the Australian Glass siding (86.5 km) 
on the Melbourne - Welshpool line. Sightings are lis- 
ted hereunder. 


Wed.30.11. T401-T357-9xVHSF up. 

Sun.4.12.  1374-5xVHSF up. T375-6xVHSF down. 
Mon.5.12. 1T385-T374-5xVHSF up. 

Wed.7.12. T385-T365-8xVHSF up. 

Fri.9.12. T365-T358-8xVHSF up. 

Mon.12.12. T394-9xVHSF down. 

Fri.16.12. 1T394-6xVHSF down. 

Sun.18.12. 1T374-5xVHSF up. 

EAST 


Leongatha passenger service: Double P class locomo- 
tives once again appeared on the 09 48 (8409) down 
and 15 42 (8434) up Saturday services. They were, 
Sat.12.11. P11-P20, Sat.19.11. P16-P11. On Tues.22.11, 
P13 hauling the 06 30 (8408) up pass. had loss of 
power near Ruby but it managed to make Korum- 
burra where T398 was added to the front, departing at 
07 07 (19 late). In order to get a T class locomotive 
back to Korumburra for the 14 45 (9482) Korumburra 
- Spotswood express goods (sand train), T393-P14 
hauled the 09 45 (8409) down pass and T393 was 
detached at Korumburra. 

The 09 45 (8409) down pass. is still used to work an 
extra T or P class locomotive for use on No.9482. The | 
T class always leads as the P class must be connected | 
to the SH set to provide head end power. 


No.8409 No.9482 
Fri.14.10. T372-P18 1365-1372 
Wed.19.10. 1352-P23 1372-T352 
Fri.21.10. T401-P13 T357-T401 
Tues.25.10. 1T360-P15 T360-T371 
Wed.26.10. T402-P12 T402-T371 
Fri.28.10. T351-P? T351-T402 
Thurs.3.11. P21-P12 P21-T356 
Fri.4.11. T401-T404-P19 T404-T401 
Tues.15.11. T362-P12 T362-T? 
Wed.30.11. 1357-P18 T357-T401 
Wed.7.12. T365-P14 T365-T395 
Fri.30.12. T410-P23 T362-T410 

NEWSRAIL 


| Works 


WORKS AND SERVICES 


Dandenong - Welshpool: On Sat.29.10. the goods shed 
at Bena was removed and transported to a private 
property. Similarly, the station building at Foster was 
removed and transported to a property near Wood- 
leigh for re-erection as a shed. In the following week 
the van sheds at Meeniyan were demolished and the 
goods shed platforms at Cranbourne and Koo Wee 
Rup were reduced in length. 


Ballan: About Thurs.27.10. the No.2 road was shifted 
_ toa location close to the line of the former No.4 road. 
_ At the same time the location of the home signals 
protecting that line were varied. The partly fabricated 
points sets, which have been in the yard for some 
months, were also installed. A dead-end siding, with 
points facing up traffic runs off No.2 road. 


Ballarat: Earlier this year, the several wooden build- 
ings which were beside the Lydiard Street signal box 
were removed. More recently, the levelled area has 
been further cut back so there is a very shallow cut- 
ting beside the railway line. 


SIGNALLING, SAFEWORKING AND 
COMMUNICATION 


Train orders on Warrnambool line: Train order com- 
menced on the line on Sun.13.11. replacing the elec- 
tric staff system between South Geelong - Colac and 
the staff and ticket system between Colac - Warrnam- 
bool. Some alterations to goods train schedules on 
the line came into force at the same time. Allowance 
is made for goods trains and light engines to stop at 
South Geelong to receive a train order. Although not 
provided for in the timetable, the 18 00 (8265) down 
Warrnambool pass. stopped for 5 minutes at South 
Geelong whilst receiving its order. The first train to 
receive an order was the 17 05 (8280) up Warrnam- 
bool pass. on Sun.13.11. It is believed that the ‘third 
time lucky’ situation applied to the order as the first 
attempt was an out of sequence locomotive number 
and the second attempt had a spelling error. The sec- 
tion Warrnambool - Dennington is still worked as a 
siding. 

Train orders in far South West: Train order working 
was introduced on the Ararat - Portland, Heywood - 
Mount Gambier and Gheringhap - Maroona lines on 
Mon.14.11. Revised timetables were issued for these 
lines. On the Ararat - Portland line, Miakite loop 
became Chrome Loop to avoid confusion with Mya- 
myn loop and Gorae loop was brought into service. 
On the Gheringhap - Maroona line, the loops at 
Wingeel, Berrybank, Derrinallum and Westmere 
were closed as crossing places. On the Heywood - 
Mount Gambier line, it is believed that trains are per- 
mitted to cross at Dartmoor and Glenburnie but this 
is not confirmed in the revised schedules. 

The biggest alteration to train working will be on 
the former automatic electric staff sections, Ararat - 
Heywood and Gheringhap - Maroona. Trains which 
had to stop at all staff stations for safeworking under 
the old system will now, in general, only have to stop 
only for crosses. The Mount Gambier express goods 
was originally allowed 3 hours 52 minutes from 
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Gheringhap - Maroona with no crosses. This train is 
now allowed 2 hours 42 minutes for the same journey. 


Slow trains: Experience has shown the train order 
system on the South Geelong - Warrnambool section 
has slowed trains considerably, especially on this sec- 
tion, where passenger trains are regularly late. All 
trains stop at South Geelong on the down to receive 
an order. This takes from 3 to 5 minutes, depending 
on how many attempts are made before a valid order 
is issued. Trains crossing at Winchelsea appear to be 
given one order to Winchelsea and then another to 
their destination. Some cases of short section orders 
have been reported. Record for the number of orders 
as before a valid one was issued is believed to be 
ive. 


Cranbourne - Leongatha: Train order working was 
introduced on this section on Sun.11.12. bringing to 
an end another section of track that large electric staff 
working has disappeared from. Electric staff has been 
retained between Dandenong - Cranbourne and the 
single staff for the section Leongatha - Welshpool/ 
Barry Beach is still in use. Electric staff working was 
introduced between Dandenong - Korumburra on 
19.6.1899 and Korumburra - Leongatha in 1908. 


TENDERS 


Recent tenders called on behalf of V/Line include: 

* Registration of interested tenderers for the supply, 
manufacture, and commissioning of lightweight 
diesel rail passenger vehicles. 

* Construction of earth “Take Off’ stand sites 
between Stawell - Lubeck and Dimboola - Service- 
ton. 

* Purchase and removal of electric derrick crane at 
Beaufort. 

* Purchase and removal of the gantry crane at Eagle- 
hawk. 

* The reconstruction of the bridge at 260.782 km 
over the Murray River at Yarrawonga. 

* Repairs to roof trusses at the Ballarat Workshops. 

* Delivery and installation of mechanical/electrical/ 
chemical carriage wash plant at the Dudley Street 
carriage maintenance depot. 

* Clearance of sleepers from Gheringhap - Maroona 
line. 

* Purchase and removal of 40.9 tonne steelyard type 
weighbridge at Shepparton. 

* Purchase and clearance of unserviceable railway 
sleepers from the standard gauge track between 
Somerton Loop (21.697 km) and West Footscray 
(7.2 km). About 4000 sleepers will be released. 

* Cutting and widening between 47.706 km and 
48.407 km on the Bacchus Marsh railway line. 


SAVE TIME! 


SAVE MONEY! 
SUBSCRIBE TO NEWSRAIL 


See contents page for details 


59 


Rollingstock 


LOCOMOTIVES 

C class: As at Sat.19.11. the status was as follows: 

C501. In service on broad gauge in VR livery. 

C502. In service on broad gauge in VR livery. 

C503. In service on broad gauge in V/Line livery. 

C504. In service on standard gauge in V/Line livery. 

C505. In service on standard gauge in V/Line livery. 

C506. Was in workshops for overhaul but was out- 
shopped on Wed.23.11. Ran a test to Ballan with 
B64. Has been fitted with cab air conditioning but 
not yet painted in V/Line livery. 

C507. At Newport Workshops for cab air-condition- 
ing and repaint. 

C508. In service on broad gauge in V/Line livery. 

C509. In service on broad gauge in V/Line livery. 

C510. In service on broad gauge in V/Line livery. 

G class: G534 serial number 88/1264, was delivered 
on Tues.29.11. It ran a trial to Ballarat with G530 
on Mon.5.12. G5S35 was delivered on Wed.21.12. It 
ran its delivery trip from Somerton - Seymour and 
return to Dynon Loco. On Thurs.22.12. it ran a 
load trial to Ballarat hauling C502 as load. 


S class: As at Fri.23.12. the status was as follows: 

S300. At Dynon for repairs. 

$301. At Dynon for repair after a collision in Oct.88. 
in which it suffered damage to fuel tank, side 
panels and grilles. 

$302. In service. 

$303. Stored in Melbourne Yard. 

S304. Removed from register. Stored at Dynon. 

$305. Removed from register. Stored at Dynon. 

$306. In service. 

$307. At Dynon for repairs. 

$308. Stored in Melbourne Yard. 

$309. Stored in Melbourne Yard. 

$310. In service. 

S311. In service. 

$312. At Dynon for repairs. 

$313. In service. 

$315. Stored in Melbourne yard. 

$317. In service. 


T class (second series): As at Sun.20.11. the situation 

was as follows: 

In service: T350, 351, 352, 353, 356*, 357*, 358*, 359*, 
361, 362, 363, 364, 365*. 

T360 also falls into this category but was rebuilt as a 
third series after being involved in an accident. 

Stored: T347*, 348*, 349*, 354, 355*. 

Off register: T366*. 

Those marked * are still in VR livery. 


Locomotives at Dynon undergoing repair: As at 
Sun.4.12. the list was, A77, G518, N455, 458, 466, 471, 
P11, T373, T390, 412, X35, 42. 


Stored locomotives: As at Sun.4.12. there were three 
batches of locomotives stored at the eastern end of 
the Melbourne Freight Terminal. Y112, 132, 154, 
S315 are beside the old shunters cabin whilst there 


60 


are two rows directly opposite platforms 13 and 14 at 
Spencer Street. The first two contains $303,309,T349, 
354, 355, Y103, 117, 126, 141, 172. The second row 
has B63, 74, 82, 83, 84, S308, T347, 348, 366, Y131, 
144, 146, 153, 155, 158, 170, 175. Stored in the former 
Ice roads at North Melbourne are Y105, 106, 111, 114, 
116, 123. B64, S304, 305, Y139 are stored at Dynon 
Loco for spares. 


PASSENGER 


SH30: This set was out-shopped from Newport 
Workshops following overhaul on Wed.30.11. 


Harris trailer 886T: was noted at Spotswood on 
Sat.26.11. being sandblasted prior to rebuild to a BH 
type carriage. 

VBK263: Emerged from Newport Workshops on 
Wed.7.12. repainted and overhauled. 


BZ267: Returned from Bendigo Workshops on 
Fri.9.12. overhauled and repainted. 


BS206 and ACZ254: Returned from Ballarat Work- 

shops on Sat.17.12. overhauled and repainted. SZ/ 

CP/CD set consists as at Sat.10.12: 

Z51. ACZ251-BS202-BRS229-BS207-BS210. 

752. ACZ252-BZ264-BRS223-BZ270 (all grey roof 
livery). 

Z53. Not in use. 

Z54. Not in use. 

Z55. ACZ255-BS201-BRS226-BS205-BE34. 

Z56. ACZ256-BRS228-BZ266. 

Z57. ACZ257-BS208-BRS230-BS211-BS213. 

Z58. ACZ258-BRS224-BZ269. 

Z60. ACZ260-BZ268-BRS225-BZ265. 

Z62. ACZ262-BRS224-BZ269. 

CP291. MTHI03-MTH104. 

CP292. AE52-BE31-BG1-BE4. 

CP293. Spare. 

CD2. BZ267-BS209-BRS226-BS210-BS204. 


Train of Knowledge cars: On Sat.10.12, Melville and 
Avoca were at Ballarat Workshops. /Jnman, Loddon, 
Pekina and Moorabool were at Bendigo Workshops 
for overhaul. Moorabool returned on Wed.14.12. for 
use as a dance car. 


RAIL CARS 


DRC status: As at Sun.1.1. the situation was as fol- 
lows. 

DRC40. Awaiting repair. 

DRC41. At Dynon Loco, defective air-conditioning. 
DRC42. In service. Not allowed to tow a trailer. 
DRC43. At Dynon Loco under repair. 


BACK ISSUES OF 
NEWSRAIL ARE AVAILABLE 


FOR LIST WRITE TO: ARHS SALES 
G.P.O. BOX 5177AA, MELBOURNE, 3001 
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Preservation 


ARHS Museum: 22RM, a static exhibit at the 
museum, was repainted in December. Other work 
being done includes repainting on N432 and other 
locomotives. Track re-laying will commence early 
this year and will involve re-laying and increasing the 
size of the museum to allow locomotives L1150, 
F202, 216, W243 to be placed on display. A new 
workroom has been built and former vans VVEY1 
and VVEY10 have been placed on site. 


Castlemaine and Maldon Railway Preservation Society: 
Diesel-electric locomotive T345, owned by Mr D 
O’Sullivan, is now located at Maldon after being lent 
to the Society. The impending reconstruction of Cas- 
tlemaine yard made it necessary for CMRPS to 
remove all of its rolling stock still located there. On 
Fri.11.11. V/Line delivered T345, light engine, from 
Bendigo. A consist of T345-J549-K157-louvre van- 
van 16H-van IIH-23A W-2xGY-2xsheep wagons- 
25BCPL-5IABU carefully proceeded to Maldon. 
F212 was sent from Maldon to Winters Flat viaduct 
to assist. The grade proved too much for both loco- 
motives so K157 was cut out and recovered after the 
train reached Muckleford. K157 is now at Muckleford 
siding together with a number of wagons. J549 is 
stabled in the new engine shed at Maldon. 


F211: On Wed.14.12. this locomotive was placed on 
display on a specially laid track near the standard 
gauge turntable at the entrance to Dynon loco depot. 
Named Little Trimmer, it is dedicated to V/Line 
employees at the depot. F211 was withdrawn from 
service in 1986 and stored in Cowper Street siding. It 
was retrieved in May 1987 for static preservation, 


being repainted at Dynon. It was the only member of 
the class to be painted in V/Line livery. 


Mornington Railway Preservation Society: Over the 
period Wed.21.12. and Thurs.22.12. the Society 
moved K177 from Ararat - Crib Point. Details of the 
move are as follows. Depart Ararat Wed.21.12, 11 00. 
Arrive Spotswood (via North Geelong) 23 10. Collect 
30AV. Depart Spotswood Thurs.22.12, 12 15 with 
T374-V0BX-NOBX-K177-30A V-470ZD-A0EX- 
NLGX-A0CX-A0CX-AOBF. Hastings 15 55, Crib 
Point 16 15. T374-470ZD depart Crib Point 16 45 after 
placing rest on consist in No.3. road. The run from 
Ararat was made without incident at 40 km/h, the 
connecting rods having been removed from K177. 


Bellarine Peninsula: (Information via Camperdown 
Railway Society). Work began in November on the 
Mannerim workshop complex. On Sat.12.11. M6 had 
a preliminary hydraulic test. All rolling stock under- 
went the annual certificate inspections and passed for 
1989. T251 is now running well, all side rods having 
been fitted with new bearings. Negotiations are pro- 
ceeding with the QR for the purchase of sleeping 
cars. The cars have 8 compartments, each with 3 
bunks and varnished wood interiors. The carriages 
are considered to be in very good condition. Anticipa- 
ted costs are $2500 to purchase, plus a similar 
amount to transport. 


Steamrail Ballarat: On Fri.25.11. D3639-BL13-ABU32- 
ABU40-ZD619-CV 1-BW34 returned to Ballarat. CV1 
and BW34, due for restoration, are in very poor con- 
dition due to being stored outside at the Steamrail 
Newport depot. 


K177 and partly dismantled D°688 at Crib Point prior to being shunted into the Naval Base siding. 


Thurs.22.12.88. (Russell Fielden) 
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LETTERS 


Mr P Roger, Canberra writes: 


I was intrigued to see the reference in Newsrail, 
November p.339, to a NSW “CSR VYNIL” wagon 
operating in Victoria. My reading of the situation sug- 
gests the vehicle’s identity as NPSF3491B of 1972 
vintage. This aluminium bodied, cylindrically shaped 
vehicle is rated for 56 tonnes payload and is similar to 
the SRA’s NPCF wagons (12051-12060 series), except 
that the privately owned unit has one less discharge 
outlet than the government wagons. 

NPSF3491B was commisioned under the former 
NSW classification scheme as CSR.4 (company fleet 
number) and 11377 (NSWR registration serial). The 
present means by which NSW wagons are identified 
allows the 3000-9999 block of running numbers to be 
reserved for private owner stock. The vehicle’s re- 
classification to NPSF3491 appears to have taken 
place during the early 1980s, while the addition of the 
“B” check-letter suffix probably occurred during the 
past two or three years. 


Mr G Manson, Glenroy, Victoria writes: 


In the October edition of Newsrail, p.316, there is one 
question for which I have the answer. “Where in rela- 
tion to Kororoit Creek was the location of the former 
COR platform?” 


Iam employed at the Altona oil refinery owned by 
Mobil and Esso (PRA) and IJ have in my possession, 
at the refinery, an aerial photograph which although 
undated, I estimate was taken about 1945. It shows 
the former COR refinery, Kororoit Creek, Kororoit 
Creek Road and the Geelong railway. I believe the 
purpose of taking the photo was to show the area for 
the planned new Vaccuum oil refinery, now PRA. 

The aerial photograph also shows the COR plat- 
form on the Geelong railway. The platform was 
actually situated adjacent to the level crossing of 
Kororoit Creek Road quite some distance from Kor- 
oroit Creek. It was on the northern side of the then 
single track of the Geelong railway and to the east of 
Kororoit Creek Road crossing. 


BOOK REVIEW 


Little Coastal Railways of the Adelaide Plains 
1873-1929. 


By David B Mack. 80 pp, 210 x 280 mm, including 
maps, indices and index, with stiff cover. Published 
by the author, 1-2 Walkley Avenue, Somerton SA 
5044, in November 1988. Reviewed by Mr J L Buck- 
land as follows. 

“This comprehensive and detailed study is certainly 
the definitive history of the privately-owned, steam- 
powered commutor railways which played a leading 


947-G526 approach on a late running No.9128 express goods as seen from the cab of a C class waiting in Parwan 


Loop with No.9117 down Adelaide express goods on Tues.29.11.88. (Gavin McLaughlan) 
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role in the settlement and urban development of 


Adelaide’s beachfront suburbs, stretching from 
Marino in the south, through Glenelg, to Largs Bay 
in the north. The story of the several private compan- 


| ies which planned, built and operated these little rail- 


ways along the eastern shores of St Vincent’s Gulf 
from 1873 to 1899, when they were taken over by the 
SA Government, makes absorbing reading. 


The author, a retired engineer with intimate know- 


ledge of the area and his subject matter, has brought 


together detailed research and a collection of illustra- 
tions, including many never published previously. 


After the take-over by the SA Railways in 1899, the 
subsequent history of the lines and the little loco- 
motives of various types and passenger rolling stock 
is covered, as also the sale in 1929 of the two Glenelg 
lines to the Municipal Tramways Trust of Adelaide. 
They closed the North Terrace line, formerly oper- 
ated by the Holdfast Bay Railway and converted the 
original Glenelg line. 


Of particular interest, is the chapter devoted to the 


| Glenelg Breakwater Railway, an ill-starred and even- 


tually abandoned attempt to develop Glenelg into a 
deepwater port, which must have cost the taxpayers 
dearly. Details of this enterprise reveal this almost 
forgotten aspect of South Australian and maritime 
history. 


The offset-printed book is complete with appendi- 


| ces giving statistical and other details of the locomoti- 


ves and rollingstock employed, which incidentally, 
pioneered the use of wide-bodied end-loading saloon 
cars for suburban service, unique to Adelaide. 


The two pages of maps are, if anything, rather too 
detailed for clarity, but the book is a bargain at its 
recommended price of $15 (postage extra). Copies 
are available from the author-publisher, D B Mack, 
1-2 Walkley Avenue, Somerton SA 5044 or the Port 
ee Museum, PO Box 624, Port Adelaide 
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ASSISTANCE REQUIRED 


The news editor requests assistance in the following 
matters: 


_ Odd Spots: Material required. Needs to be short, 


hopefully humourous and certainly with an air of the 
absurd. 


Readers’ survey: Suggested questions or guide lines 
are invited for an impending survey. Alternatively, 


| suggestions, comments or criticism (practical please) 
_ about Newsrail as it is currently presented. 


Amateur video: There must be many rail enthusiasts 
with hours of amateur lineside tape who would be 


| interested in forming an informal group whereby 


tapes can be copied/lent/swapped. It would be hoped 
that in the future, regular viewing sessions could be 
arranged. Those who may be interested please con- 
tact the news editor. 


ODD SPOTS 


* After a century of cyclists learning the hard way 
that the railway tracks over the bridge at Echuca 
have to be handled properly to prevent loss of skin, 
a notice at each end of the bridge now warns 
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‘Cyclists beware when crossing railway tracks.’ 
Approximately 10 victims of the bridge during the 
recent Great Victorian Bike Ride on a wet Monday 
morning may have caused the signs to appear. 


* An N class locomotive arrived at No.1 platform, 
Spencer Street with the afternoon up Dimboola 
pass. The locomotive cut off with a view to running 
around the train. After a short while it reversed and 
coupled back on to push the train out, someone 
having realised that there are no broad gauge run- 
around tracks in platform No.1. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your Advertisement: Use block letters, 
include full name, address and phone number, and 
cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. Send to Adver- 
tising Manager, Peter Silva, GPO Box 5177AA, Mel- 
bourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertisements is the 
20th of each month. All advertisers are advised to 
read the Advertising Conditions before placing any 
advertisement as they contain an indemnity from the 
advertiser. Copies are available on request. 


Charges: A minimum of $3.00 per entry per month 
for up to 4 lines. If more than 4 lines are required a 
surcharge of 75 cents per line applies. 


WANTED KNOWN 


Yarra Valley Tourist Railway. Now operational with rail 
trolley rides from Healesville (through historic tunnel) and 
also Yarra Glen on Sundays. We need you. Phone (03) 
529 5602 or write to 13 Centre Road, Vermont 3133. 


WANTED TO BUY 


Any information, e.g., photos, manuals, sightings, etc. on 
the four double-ended Leyland Railmotors built in 
1925-26 and numbered 51-54RM. Condition and size 
unimportant. Contact Barry Fell, (03) 807 1247. 


WANTED TO SELL 


Videotapes — A Railfan’s Tour of Europe, Part 1, North- 
ern Europe; Part 3, Austria; Part 5, Beautiful Switzerland. 
$35 each or $100 the lot. As new condition. Phone Kevin 
Hall, (03) 848 1248. 


Tram Controller. Offers are invited for the purchase of 
one English Electric Coy. controller (Dick Kerr system), 
ex M&MTB —W2 class tram. It is in good order and orig- 
inal condition. Further details from Wes Ragers on (03) 
560 5925. 


LOST AND FOUND 


If any reader would have 2 rolls of negatives, from Wal 
Larsen Archives, of the last Steam Trains Wangaratta - 
Moyhu, and Moe - Erica lines, would the person please 
contact Robert Lilburn, (053) 67 1708. 


Ling pod mtg terran Fourth Sunday of month — 

TRAIN WORLD I February to November 
624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. | 
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THE Transport House 
RAILFAN 589 Collins Street Telephone 


Melbourne, Victoria 03-619 4567 
SHOP Australia 


Australia’s largest range of Railway, Tramway and Bus magazines and 
Books, Slides, Photographs, Video Tapes, Records, Badges, etc., from 
Australia and overseas. 


PLUS New and Second-hand Railway Models. 
@ We stock Peco Track and Accessories — Both HO and N scales. 
Mantua HO Steam Locomotives 
Roco Railways. 
Lima Railways HO and OO scales. 
Hornby Railways OO scale. 
Broad Gauge Models Victorian Kits and Accessories. 
Broad Gauge Bodies Decals and Kits. 
Victorian Railway Memorabilia. 


If we do not have what you are looking for we will try to get it for you. 
Mail Order attended to promptly. 
We accept American Express, Bankcard, Diners Club, MasterCard and Visa. 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 
OPEN FOR BUSINESS 


9.00 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Monday to Thursday — 9.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. Friday 
9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Saturday 


We look forward to your custom 
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